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Everything is
 Respected Correspondents, Headmaster / Headmistresses / Principals /
Dear Teachers of English,

From the bottomk of our heart we sincerely thank you for the patronage
you have extended to us.

We take pride of releasing PENGUIN English Guide and Work book for
9th std - Edition 20
authored by a well qualified and experienced teacher who has teaching
experience for 2 decades in English.

We would like
to qualified teachers. This material will be an excellent learning companion to
students with exhaustive exercises and in text questions in addition to precise
answers for textual questions.
 The material has more salient featuers such as word by word Translation,
Images and Pictures, Mind map for easy comprehension for students as wel
as teachers. Through this material we are confident that our students will
learn English effectively and they, 
Examination. 
 I sincerely thank the Author, Artist, DTP Operator for their valuable
contribution in bringing out this material successfully.

We once again sincerely thank the teachers, parents and students for
supporting and valuing our efforts.
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Everything is possible if God's touch is these. - Sri Aurobindo.
Respected Correspondents, Headmaster / Headmistresses / Principals /

Dear Teachers of English, 
From the bottomk of our heart we sincerely thank you for the patronage

you have extended to us. 
pride of releasing PENGUIN English Guide and Work book for

Edition 2020 with word for word Translation. This guide has been
authored by a well qualified and experienced teacher who has teaching
experience for 2 decades in English. 

We would like to state that this material wills erve as a teaching companion
to qualified teachers. This material will be an excellent learning companion to
students with exhaustive exercises and in text questions in addition to precise
answers for textual questions. 

he material has more salient featuers such as word by word Translation,
Images and Pictures, Mind map for easy comprehension for students as wel
as teachers. Through this material we are confident that our students will
learn English effectively and they, definitely, prove their excellence in Board

I sincerely thank the Author, Artist, DTP Operator for their valuable
contribution in bringing out this material successfully. 

We once again sincerely thank the teachers, parents and students for
upporting and valuing our efforts. 

With Best wishes. 

- All the best - 
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MEMORY POEM 

STOPPING BY WOODS ON A 
SNOWY EVENING 

Whose woods these are I think I know 
His house is in the village though, 
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse lake 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there is some mistake. 
The only other sound’s the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep,  
And miles to go before I sleep. 

-  Robert Frost 

It takes much time to kill a tree, 
Not a simple jab of the knife 
Will do it. It has grown  
Slowly consuming the earth, 
Rising out of it, feeding 
Upon its crust, absorbing 
Years of sunlight, air, water, 
And out of its leprous hide 
Sprouting leaves. 

So hack and chop  
But this alone won’t do it. 
The bleeding bark will heal  
And from close to the ground  
Will rise curled green twigs, 
Miniature boughs 
Which if unchecked will expand again 
To former size. 

-  Gieve Patel 

ON KILLING A TREE 
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Rampaging through the heavens 
Never stopping day or night, 
A spectacle of a lifetime 
A comet in full light. 

Faster than a cheetah 
With a tail that’ miles long, 
Bigger than a mountain 
So powerful and strong. 

The outer ice is melting 
Causing vapor from the force, 
And leaves a trail behind it 
As it travels on its course. 

-  Norman Littleford 

River, river, little river! 
Bright you sparkle on your way; 
O’er the yellow pebbles dancing, 
Through the flowers and follage glancing, 
Like a child at play. 

River, river! Swelling river! 
On you rush through rough and sommoth; 
Louder, faster, brawling, leaping. 
Over rocks, by rose-banks, sweeping 
Like impetuous youth. 

River, river! Brimming river! 
Broad and deep, and still as time; 
Seeming still, yet still in motion, 
Tending onward to the ocean, 
Just like mortal prime. 

River, river! Headlong river! 
Down you dash into the sea, 
Sea that line hath never sounded, 
Sea that sail hath never rounded, 
Like eternity.  

-  Caroline Ann Bowles 

THE RIVER THE COMET 
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Shares his scret of
success

Sachin RameshTendulkar was born
Maharastra.He is a former Indian
the greatest cricketers of all time. He made an impact
age, displaying a prodigious talent. The world famous
records in his career and is considered as one of the greatest batsmen of all time. 
He is the only player to have scored one hundred international centuries, the first
to score double century in a One Day International, and the only
complete more than 30,000 runs in international cricket. He played
international cricket matches in total,scoring 34,357 runs. In 2012, Tendulkar
nominated to the Rajya Sabha. He retired from cricket 
‘Learning the Game’ is an extractfrom his autobiography

Tendulkar at field 
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Tendulkar 
pondering over the 

game 

Virutues of true 
sportsman 

Shares his scret of 
success 

RameshTendulkar was born on 24th April 1973 in Mumbai, 
Maharastra.He is a former Indian cricketer and captain widely regarded as one of 

cricketers of all time. He made an impact in cricket from a very early 
prodigious talent. The world famous cricketer has set many 

and is considered as one of the greatest batsmen of all time. 
to have scored one hundred international centuries, the first 

One Day International, and the only player to 
runs in international cricket. He played 664 

international cricket matches in total,scoring 34,357 runs. In 2012, Tendulkar was
nominated to the Rajya Sabha. He retired from cricket on 16th November 2013. 
‘Learning the Game’ is an extractfrom his autobiography Playing it My Way. 

Tendulkar shares 
his experience 
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Leadership qualities 

Tendulkar with his 
Guru 

widely regarded as one of 
in cricket from a very early 

to have scored one hundred international centuries, the first 

was 
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His father and brother Ajith 
took 

It came true. Sachin was 
grateful to his coach 

Achrekar’s advice 
Practice hard. One day, 
the world would watch 

him playing 
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Sachin joined the cricket camp at 
the age of 11, under the coach 

Achrekar 

The camp was from
7 pm. In the sixty days camp, he 

He changed his school to 
Shardashram, where 

Sachin had undergone many
difficulties

His father and brother Ajith 
took great care 
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The camp was from 7.30 am to 
7 pm. In the sixty days camp, he 

played 55 matches 

He changed his school to 
Shardashram, where Achrekar 

woks 

Sachin had undergone many 
difficulties 
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When Sachin was eleven years old, he was taken to a famous cricket coach, Achrekar by his brother. He joined his 
summer camp. He was changed to the school where Achrekar was the coach. The session used to start at 7.30 a.m.. He 
had one set of clothes. After every session, he had to wash it. His father and his brother encouraged him a lot. It was a 
tough training. He had to play till 7pm. He gained physical and mental stamina. When he was returning, Sachin used to 
feel sleepy and tired. But he could not get any seat. Sometimes, he avoided to go to the nets and spent time with his 
friends. Achrekar would come and drag him. He advised him to practise well and also he would say that one day, the 
whole world would watch him playing. So, Sachin was very much grateful to his coach, Achrekar. 

PROSE 
ENGLISH EXPLANATION 

ghlk; jkpo; tphpthf;fk; 

From a very early age, I played tennis - ball cricket with 
my colony friends.  I loved watching cricket on television 
and in our games, I often tried to emulate the mannerisms 
of my favourite players, Sunil Gavaskar and the West 
Indian legend Viv Richards.  But it wasn't just the batsmen 
that I studied. I also loved bowling. Throughout my career, 
I have actually bowled a lot in teh nets. 

vdJ rpWtajpy;> ehd; vdJ njUtpy; trpf;Fk; 
ez;gu;fSld;> nld;dp]; ge;jpy; fpupf;nfl; 
tpisahLNtd;. fpupf;nfl;il njhiyf;fhl;rpapy; 
tpUk;gp ghu;g;Ngd;. NkYk;> ehq;fs; 
tpisahLk;nghOJ> vdf;F gpbj;j tPuh;fshfpa 
Rdpy; fth];fu; kw;Wk; tpad;upr;rl;]; MfpNahupd; 
ghzpia gpd;gw;WNtd;. Mdhy;> ehd; ge;J 
mbf;Fk; kl;ilia gpbg;gtiu kl;Lk; 
ghu;f;fkhl;Nld;. vd;F ge;J tPRtJk; gpbf;Fk;. 
vdJ gapw;rp fhyq;fspy;> ehd; mjpf jilt 
tiyf;Fs; kl;LNk ge;J tPrpapUf;fpNwd;. 

I was then studying in the New English School, Mumbai.  
But my brother Ajit knew that compared to other schools 
in Mumbai, Shardashram Vidhyamandir where 
RamakantAchrekar Sir was the cricket coach, gave due 
importance to the game of cricket.  He ran summer camps 
too.  Ajit, one day, took me to the camp to get trained 
under Sir.  Anyone could come for a trial at the camp; but 
then, it was up to Sir to decide who to accept. I was eleven 
years old then. Achrekar Sir, as I refer to him, started 
played cricket at the age of eleven in 1943, which is the 
age I was when I had never batted in the nets before and 
felt somewhat overawed with so many people around.  
When I was asked to bat, I was not at all comfortable.  
With Sir watching me so closely, I failed to make an 
impact. 

ehd; Kk;igapy; cs;s GJ Mq;fpyg; gs;spapy; 
gbj;Njd;. Mdhy; vdJ rNfhjud; m[pj;> vd;id 
rhuhjh M\;uk; tpj;ahke;jpu; vd;w gs;spf;F 
mioj;J nrd;whH. Vndd;why;> mq;Nfjhd; 
fpupf;nfl;bw;F Kf;fpaj;Jtk; jUk; gapw;rpahsu; 
uhkfhd;l; Mr;Nuf;fu; gzpGhpfpd;whH. mth; 
Nfhilfhy gapw;rp tFg;Gk; elj;jp te;jhH. xU 
ehs;> m[pj; vd;d me;j gapw;rpahsuplk; gapw;rp 
ngw Ntz;Lk; vd;W mioj;J nrd;whH. ahH 
Ntz;LkhdhYk; gapw;rp tFg;gpw;F tuyhk;. 
Mdhy; gapw;rp tFg;gpw;F Njitahdtu;fis> 
mtNu Njhe;njLg;ghH. vdf;F mg;nghOJ 
gjpndhd;W taJ. Mr;Nuf;fu; rhUk; jdJ 
gjpndhd;whk; tajpy; 1943 k; Mz;L tpisahlj; 
njhlq;fpdhu;. vd;id kl;il gpbj;J tpisahl 
mioj;j nghOJ ehd; nrsfupkhdjhf 
fUjtpy;iy. vd;id vdJ FU $u;e;J ftdpj;j 
nghOJ ehd; mtuJ ftdj;ij <u;f;f jtwp 
tpl;Nld;. 

Sir called Ajit aside and informed him that I was perhaps 
too young to make the camp and suggested that he should 
bring me back when I was a little older. My induction into 

rhu;> m[pj;ij $g;gpl;L vdf;F taJ Fiwthf 
,Uf;fpwJ vd;Wk;> vd;id ,d;Dk; rpy tUlk; 
fopj;J mioj;J tUk;gbAk; $wpdhu;. vdJ 
Kk;ig fpupf;nfl; tho;f;if Njhy;tpapy; Kbe;jJ 
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the Mumbai cricket circuit could have ended in failure – 
but for Ajit’s insistence. Having seen me play in the 
colony, Ajit knew I was capable of performing far better 
than I had done in front of Achrekar Sir. He explained that 
I was nervous and asked Sir to give me one more 
opportunity. However, he suggested that while doing so, 
Sir should pretend to go away and then watch from a 
distance. Sir agreed. Before long, I was asked to bat again 
and, without Sir’s trained eyes scrutinizing me – or so I 
thought, I felt more at ease and soon started to hit the ball 
well. This time, Sir agreed to let me join the camp. I was 
delighted and I must say it was an opportunity that 
transformed my life. 

vd ehd; epidj;Njd;. Mdhy;> m[pj;jpd; 
tw;GWj;jyhy;> mt;thW Kbatpy;iy. m[pj; 
Mr;Nuf;fu; rhuplk;> ehd; ,q;Nf tpisahbaij 
tpl njUtpy; ed;whf tpisahLNtd; vd;W 
$wpdhd;. ehd; gae;J tpl;Nld; vd;W $wp vdf;F 
kw;nwhU tha;g;G jUk;gb Nfl;Lf; nfhz;lhd;. 
NkYk;> ehd; tpisahLk; nghOJ rhiu J}uj;jpy; 
,Ue;J ghu;f;Fk;gb $wpdhd;. rhUk; 
Vw;Wf;nfhz;lhh;. rhu; J}uj;jpy; nrd;wgpd;> ehd; 
kpfTk; Rygkhf tpisahbNdd;. ,e;j Kiw> rhu; 
vd;id gapw;rp fsj;jpy; Nru;j;Jf;nfhz;lhH. 
vdf;F kpfTk; re;Njh\khf ,Ue;jJ. ,Jjhd; 
vdJ tho;f;ifia khw;Wk; tha;g;ghf mike;jJ. 

The camp involved a session every morning and evening at 
Shivaji Park. I would practice between 7.30 am and 10.30 
am in the morning. Then I’d come back in the afternoon 
and practice till late evening. The schedule was rigorous 
and I would be exhausted by the end of the day. Travelling 
to Shivaji Park took forty minutes from my house in 
Bandra and I had to catch an early morning bus to make it 
on time. For the first few days, Ajit accompanied me, to 
get me used to the routine. During the bus journeys, he 
would talk to me about the nuances of batting, and I 
always enjoyed these conversations a lot. In fact, the one 
thing that I have kept with me all my career is a note that 
Ajit gave me containing somethoughts about batting. It 
served as a very personal coaching manual. 

,e;j gapw;rpf; fhyk; jpdKk; fhiyAk;> khiyAk; 
rpth[p G+q;fhtpy; eilngw;wJ. fhiyapy; 7.30 
kzpKjy; 10.30 kzp tiu gapw;rp nra;Ntd;. 
kjpak; tPl;bw;F te;J> gpwF khiyNtis 
gapw;rpf;F nry;Ntd;. ,e;j gapw;rp fhyk; 
fLikahf ,Ue;jJ. ehd;> jpdKk; ,utpy; Nrhu;e;J 
tpLNtd;. ge;jpuhtpy; cs;s vdJ tPl;by; ,Ue;J 
rpth[p G+q;fh nry;y ehw;gJ epkplk; MFk;. ehd; 
rhpahd Neuj;jpw;F nry;y tpbaw;fhiyapy; xU 
NgUe;ij gpbf;f Ntz;Lk;. Kjypy;> rpy ehs; m[pj; 
vd;Dld; te;jhd;. ,t;thW NgUe;jpy; ,UtUk; 
gazk; nra;Ak;nghOJ> kl;ilia gpbj;J 
tpisahLk; EZf;fq;fis gw;wp 
Ngrpf;nfhz;bUg;ghd;. ,e;j ciuahly; vdf;F 
kpfTk; gpbf;Fk;. cz;ikapy; vd; tho;ehs; 
KOtJk;> m[pj; nrhd;d jfty;fis 
gpd;gw;wpf;nfhz;L ,Uf;fpNwd;. mtd; 
thu;j;ijfs; vdf;F xU nrhe;j ifNahl;lhf 
,Ue;jJ. 

As a child, I had only one set of cricketclothes and the 
routine was to wash themas soon as I’d returned from the 
morningsession. While I had my lunch, the clotheswould 
dry out in the sun and I would wearthem again in the 
afternoon. The patternwas repeated in the evening so that I 
could use the same set of clothes the following morning. 
The system worked well – apart from my pockets. There 
was never quiteenough time for the pockets to dry 
outcompletely, and for the entire duration ofthe camp I 
played with wet pockets. By themiddle of the summer 
camp, Sir had started taking an active interest in my 
batting andat the end of the two months, informed Ajit that 
I had the potential to be a good cricketerif I practiced all 
year round. However, myschool – the New English School 

vdJ rpWtajpy;> vd;dplk; xNu xU fpupf;nfl; 
cil ,Ue;jJ. ehd; fhiyapy; gapw;rpia Kbj;J 
te;jTld;> cilia Jitj;J tpLNtd;. ehd; 
rhg;gpl;L Kbf;Fk; nfhOJ> vdJ cil R+hpa 
ntspr;rj;jpy; fha;e;;JtpLk;. gpd;du; mij ehd; 
cLj;jpf; nfhs;Ntd;. khiy Ntis gapw;rp 
Kbe;jTld;> ,Nj Ntiy njhlUk;. ,e;j Kiw 
ed;whf ,Ue;jJ. vdf;F rl;ilg; igia jtpu> 
rl;ilg;ig fha;tjw;F Neuk; gj;jtpy;iy. 
Mifahy;> ehd; <ukhd rl;ilg;igAld; 
tpisahz;Nld;. ,e;j Nfhilfhy gapw;rp tFg;gpy;> 
rpy ehs;fspy;> rhu; vdJ kl;ilia mbf;Fk; 
jpwikapy; Mu;tk; nfhz;lhu;. m[pj;jplk;> ehd; 
vy;yh ehSk; gapw;rp nra;jhy;> rpwe;j fpupf;nfl; 
tpisahLgtuhf khWNtd; vd;whH. Mdhy;> vdJ 
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in Bandra– did not have cricket facilities and Sir waskeen 
for me to change schools if I wantedto pursue cricket 
seriously. 

ge;uhtpy; cs;s gs;spapy; me;j trjp ,y;iy. ehd; 
fpupf;nfl; cz;ikahf Nerpj;jjhy;> rhu; vd;id 
gs;spf;$lk; khw;Wtjpy; jPtpukhf ,Ue;jhu;. 

One evening, Sir called my father andput forward his 
suggestion. Ajit was inthe room with my father at the time 
andthey both accepted that it was necessaryif cricket was 
to be my priority. My fathersat me down and explained 
that while hedid not have any objections to my changing 
schools, I should do so only if I was reallyserious about 
playing cricket.I assured himI was, and so it was agreed 
that I shouldmove to ShardashramVidhyamandir, where 
Achrekar Sir was the cricket coach. All myexcess energies 
were getting channeled into cricket, which acted as a kind 
of safetyvalve. My father always said that all hewanted me 
to do was give it my best effortwithout worrying about the 
results. 

xU ehs; khiyapy;> rhu; vdJ mg;ghtplk; jdJ 
fUj;ijf;$wpdhu;. m[pj;Jk; vdJ mg;ghTld; 
mNj miwapy; ,Ue;jhd;. ehd; fpupf;nfl;bw;F 
Kf;fpaj;Jtk; nfhLf;f Ntz;Lnkd;wjhy;> 
mth;fs; mij Vw;Wf; nfhz;ldh;. vdf;F 
fpupf;nfl;by; tpUg;gk; ,Ug;gjhy;> ehd; gs;spia 
khw;Wtjw;F ve;j Ml;NrgidAk; ,y;iy. 
mjdhy;> mf;Nufu; rhu; mth;fs; fpupf;nfl; 
gapw;rpahsuhf ,Uf;Fk; rhujh M\;uk; 
tpj;ahke;jpu; gs;spf;F khw;wg;gl;Nld;. vdJ mjpf 
gl;r rf;jpfis ghJfhg;ghf fpupf;nfl;by; 
nray;gLj;jpNdd;. vdJ mg;gh vg;nghOJk; 
vd;id tpisahLk; nghOJ ve;j tpj gyidAk; 
vjph;ghuhky; tpisahLk;gb $wpdhu;. 

In my first year at Shardashram, I played fifty five practice 
matches during the summer break of sixty days. My 
summersessions used to start at 7.30 am and endat 4.30 
pm. My evening session would start at 5 pm after only a 
thirty-minute break. During the break, Sir would often give 
me some money to go and have a vadapav (a popular 
Mumbai fast food). 

vdJ rhujh M\;uk; gs;spapd; Kjy; tUlj;jpy;> 
mWgJ ehs;fs; cs;s Nfhil tpLKiwapy;> 
Ik;gj;ije;J gapw;rp Nghl;bfspy; tpisahz;Nld;. 
vdJ Nfhilfhy gapw;rp fhiy 7.30 kzpf;F 
Muk;gpj;J> kjpak; 4.30 kzpf;F KbAk;. gpd;du; 
vdJ khiy Neu gapw;rp 30 epkpl ,ilntspf;F 
gpwF> 5 kzpf;F rhu; vdf;F gzj;ijf; nfhLj;J 
tlhght; vd;w Kk;igapy; cs;s Jupj czit 
rhg;gpl nrhy;thu;. 

Between 5 pm and 7 pm I'd have five more net sessions. 
Towards the last 15 minites, Sir would place and one rupee 
coin on top of the stumps and if I managed to avoid getting 
out, the coin was mine. I this session every bowler in the 
camp would come and bowl to me, with some sixty to 
seventy boys fielding. It meant I had to hit every ball along 
the ground to survive those intense fifteen minutes. 
Winning the one-rupee coin used to give me immense 
satisfaction and taught me how to concentrate even when 
physically drained. At the end of it all., Sir would tell me 
to run two full circuits of Shivaji Park with my pads and 
gloves on.  
That was the last part of my training andI’d be completely 
exhausted by the end ofit all. It was a routine I would 
repeat rightthrough my summer holidays and it helpedme 
to build up physical and mental stamina. 

khiy 5 kzpf;Fk; 7 kzpf;Fk; ,ilg;gl;l 
Neuj;jpy; vdf;F Ie;J Kiw tiyg;gapw;rp 
,Uf;Fk;. filrp 15 epkplj;jpy;> rhu; xt;nthU 
mbf;fl;ilapYk;> xU &gha; ehzaj;ij itg;ghu;. 
ehd; tpisahLk; nghOJ mbf;fl;ilapy; cs;s 
ehzak; tpohky; ,Ue;jhy;> me;j ehzak; vdf;F 
fpilf;Fk;. ,e;j Neuj;jpy;> mq;Fs;s mWgJ Kjy; 
vOtJ tiu cs;s midj;J igad;fSk; te;J 
ge;JtPRtu;. ,J vjw;F vd;why;> ehd; me;j filrp 
gjpide;J epkplj;jpy; vt;thW gjw;wk; ,y;yhky; 
tpisahLfpNwd; vd;W ghu;g;gjw;F MFk;. me;j 
xU &gha; ehzaj;ij nty;tJ vdf;F mstw;w 
jpUg;jpia nfhLf;Fk;. NkYk;> clk;gpy; xU 
rf;jpAk; ,y;yhj nghOJk;> vt;thW ftdk; 
nrYj;jp tpisahl Ntz;Lk; vd;gij fw;gpj;jJ. 
,J vy;yhk; Kbe;j gpwF> rhu; vd;id fhypy; 
gl;ilfs; mzpe;Jk;> ifapy; ifAiws; mzpe;Jk;> 
rpth[p G+q;fhit ,uz;L Kiw Xlr; nrhy;thu;. 
,Jjhd;> vdJ gapw;rpapy; filrpgFjp MFk;. ehd; 
Kw;wpYk; Nrhu;tile;J tpLNtd;. ,Jjhd;> ehd; 
Nfhil tpLKiwapy; njhlh;r;rpahf nra;jJ. ,J 
vdJ clk;gpYk; kdjpYk; cWjpia nfhLj;jJ. 
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-Occasionally, my father came to take me home and I 
would always ask him to treat me to a special fruit cocktail 
at a juice centre near the club. While this regular demand 
was a little unreasonable, because at the time I did not 
realize that my parents also had to take care of the needs of 
my brothers and sister, my father would invariably end up 
giving me what I wanted, just to see me happy. On other 
days, when I made my way home from Shivaji Park on my 
own, I’d often fall asleep on the bus – if I managed to sit 
down. Anyone who has been on a Mumbai bus at peak 
hours will know just how difficult it is to get a seat. On 
days when I wasn’t so lucky, it was still a challenge just to 
stand with the kitbag, because the bus conductors would 
inevitably complain about me taking up the space of 
another passenger. It could be embarrassing because the 
conductors were often rude and would sometimes ask me 
to buy two tickets. I didn’t have the money for a second 
ticket and I had to learn to take these remarks in my stride. 
Dirty clothes often added to the embarrassment. With time, 
I evolved a way of wrapping the kitbag around me. Just as 
the helmet and pads became a part of me while batting, so 
the kitbag became an extensions of me on the bus. I’d 
often take the bus or train from Bandra to Church gate, and 
it was all a great learning experience. 

vg;NghjhtJ> vdJ mg;gh vd;id miof;f 
tUthu;. mg;nghOJ> ehd; xU gor;rhW filapy; 
tpw;Fk; xU rpw;Wz;bia tpUk;gp Nfl;Ngd;. 
mg;nghOJ> vdJ ngw;Nwhu;fs; vdJ mf;fh 
kw;Wk; mz;zd;fspd; NjitfisAk; epiwNtw;w 
Ntz;Lk; vd;W epidf;ftpiy;iy. Mdhy;> mg;gh 
vd; kdk; re;Njhrk; miltij ghu;f;f vdf;F 
thq;fpf; nfhLg;ghu;. kw;w ehs;fspy;> rpth[p 
G+q;fhtpy; ,Ue;J tPl;bw;F nry;Yk;nghOJ> 
vdf;F NgUe;jpy; ,lk; fpilj;jhy; J}q;fptpLNtd;. 
Kk;igapy; ,Uf;Fk; midtUk;> gugug;ghd 
Neuj;jpy; ,lk; fpilg;gJ vt;tsT f\;lk; vd;gJ 
njhpAk;. rpy Jujp\;lkhd ehs;fspy;> ,lk; 
fpilf;fhj nghOJ> vdJ nghpa igAld; epw;gJ 
kpfTk; rthyhf ,Uf;Fk;. NgUe;jpy; cs;s 
elj;Jdu;> me;j ig ,Uf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; ,d;ndhU 
gazpia epw;f itf;fyhk; vd;W tpku;rpg;ghu;. rpy 
ehs;fspy;> Kul;Lj;jdkhd elj;Jdu;fs;> ,uz;L 
gazr;rPl;L thq;Fk;gb nrhy;thu;. vd;dplk; 
,uz;lhtJ gazr;rPl;L thq;f gzk; ,Uf;fhJ. 
,th;fs; jpl;Ltij Nfl;f Ntz;b ,Uf;Fk;. 
mOf;fhd cil NkYk; rq;flj;ij nfhLf;Fk; 
,e;j khjpupahd ehs;fis> vdJ igia vd;id 
Rw;wp fl;btpLNtd;. jiyftrKk; ifAiwfis 
ehd; kl;il gpbj;J tpisahLk;nghOJ vdJ Xu; 
mq;fkhf ,Uf;Fk;. Mdhy; NgUe;jpy; gpuahzk; 
nra;Ak; nghOJ mtifs; vdf;F ,ilA+whf 
,Uf;Fk;. ghe;jpuhtpypUe;J Njthyak; tiu 
NgUe;jpNyh my;yJ kpd;rhu tz;bapNyh 
gazpf;Fk; me;j jUzq;fs; kpfTk; 
mDgfq;fshf mike;jJ. 

Even though I loved cricket, there were still occasional 
days when playing with my friends at home was such fun 
that I would conveniently forget I was supposed to go to 
the nets. If I didn’t turn up, Achrekar Sir wouldjump on to 
his scooter and come to fine me.  Sir would spot me in the 
melee and virtually drag me out. I would come up with 
excuses but he would have none of it. He would get me to 
change and head off to Shivaji Park. On the drive he would 
tell me, “Don’t waste your time playing insane games with 
these kids. Cricket is waiting for you at the nets. Practice 
hard and see what magic can transpire." 

fpupf;nfl;il ehd; mjpfk; Nerpj;jhYk; vd; 
ez;gu;fSld; tPl;by; nrytpLtNj kpfTk; 
Nerpj;Njd;. Mdhy; Mr;NufNuh jdJ ,Urf;fu 
thfdj;jpy; te;J vd;id me;j $l;lj;jpy; 
fz;Lgpbj;J mioj;J nry;thu;. ehd; vt;tsT 
rhy; [hg;Gfs; $wpdhYk; mth; vijAk; fhjpy; 
thq;fp nfhs;skhl;lhu;. vd; kdepiyia khw;wp 
rpth[p G+q;fhtpw;F mioj;J nry;thu;. me;j 
gpuahz rkaj;jpy; vd;Dila ez;gu;fSld; 
tpisahl;by; <Lglf;$lhJ vd;Wk; fpupf;nfl; 
vdf;fhf fhj;jpUf;fpwJ vd;Wk; vd;id ed;whf 
gapw;rp nra;AkhW mt;thW nra;jhy; kpf nghpa 
ke;jpu khw;wk; epfOk; vd;Wk; mwpTiu $Wthu;. 

"We need to have proper career orientation. Your 
personality plays an important role in choosing the type of 
career you want. Choose something you enjoy and really 
want to do and you will be successful." At that time, I 

‘ek;Kila njhopiy Njh;T nra;a ey;y xU gapw;rp 
Njit. cdJ tho;f;ifia KbT nra;a cdJ 
MSik jpwDk; Njit. cdf;F gpbj;j> cdf;F 
cz;ikahf nra;a Njhd;Wfpd;w xU njhopiy 
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hated being dragged off, but as I look back, I feel sheepish 
about myactions and can only admire Achrekar Sir’s 
farsightedness. 

Nju;e;njL. eP tho;tpy; ntw;wp ngWtha;”. ehd; vd; 
ez;gu;fSld; ,Uf;Fk; nghOJ> vd;id kl;Lk; 
,Oj;J tUk;nghOJ> ehd; nra;j nray; 
Ml;Lf;Fl;biag; Nghy; ,Ue;jJ. mf;Nufu; rhupd; 
njhiyNehf;F ghu;itia tpae;Njd;. 

Sir also punished me on one occasion when trying to teach 
me a very important lesson. Once, I bunked my daily 
evening practice to watch an inter-school cricket match not 
anticipating that Sir would be there. He was angry and he 
said it wasn’t for me to come and watch other people play 
for, if I practiced hard enough, one day people from across 
the world would come and watch me play. Had it not been 
for Sir, I would not be the cricketer I turned out to be. He 
wasa strict disciplinarian and did everything he could for 
me. I owe myself to him. 

rhu; xU ehs;> xU Kf;fpakhd ghlk; 
elj;Jk;nghOJ vd;id jz;bf;fTk; nra;Js;shu;. 
xU ehs;> vdJ khiy Neu gapw;rp tFg;ig 
Gwf;fzpj;J> rhu; gf;fj;jpy; elf;Fk; 
gs;spfSf;fhd Nghl;bapy; ,Ug;ghu; vdj; 
njhpahky; ehDk; nrd;Wtpl;Nld;. mth; 
Nfhgg;gl;L> ehd; ,ijNghy; mLj;jtu;fs; 
tpisahLtij ghu;f;ftuf;$lhJ vd fz;bj;jhu;. 
ehd; tplhKaw;rpNahL gapw;rp nra;jhy;> cyfNk 
ehd; tpisahLtij ghu;f;f tUk; vd;whu;;. rhu; 
kl;Lk; ,y;iynad;why;> ehd; xU fpupf;nfl; 
tpisahl;L tPuuhf khwp ,Uf;f khl;Nld;. mth; 
xU xOf;frPyu;. vdf;fhf vy;yhk; nra;jhu;. ehd; 
mtUf;F ed;wpf; fld; gl;Ls;Nsd;. 

Hard Words Meaning jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

emulate Follow gpd;gw;Wjy; 

induction Join an organization Nru;e;J tpLjy; 

insistence Urging tw;GWj;Jjy; 

scrutimize Examine closely Muha;jy; 

rigorous Severe fLikahd 

exhausted Tired Nrhu;tiljy; 

muances Techniques EZf;fq;fs; 

priority Importance Kd;Dupik 

objections Denial kWj;jy; 

stamina Power jhq;Fk; rf;jp 

embarrassment discomfort kdf; f\;lk; 

transpire Clear njspthdJ 

farsightedness Foreseen njhiyNehf;Fg; ghu;it 

Word Meaning Word Meaning 
emulate (v) -  to match or surpass typically by 

imitation. 
overawed (v) -  impressed so much that they are 

silent or inhibited 
induction (n) -  the action or process of including 

someone to an organization 
rigorous (adj.)  -  extremely thorough and careful 
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nuances (n) -  subtle changes in or shades of 
meaning, expression, or sound 

pursue (v) -  follow or chase 

stamina (n) -  the ability to sustain or prolonged 
physical and mental effort 

cocktail (n) -  a mixed drink which is a 
combination of ingredients such 
as fruit juice, lemonade,  

kitbag (n) -  a long cylindrical canvas bag, 
(here) used to carry cricket 
accessories 

stride (v) -  a step or stage in progress 
towards an aim 

embarrassment 
(n)  

-  a feeling of selfconscious, shame 
or awkwardness 

melee (n) -  a confused crowd of people 

transpire (v) -  come to be known, revealed farsightedness 
(adj.)  

-  showing a prudent awareness of 
future possibilities 

bunked (v) -  to make oneself absent from a class 
or session 

crossroads (n)  -  to be at a point when you have to 
make a very important decision 

deteriorated (v)  -  became worse influence (n) -  the capacity to have an effect on 
the character development 

peer (n) -  person of same age, status or 
ability 

Passion (n) -  strong desire 

ultimately (adv.)  -  being the best or most extreme 
example 

Word Synonyms Word Synonyms 
cross roads -  junction firm -  tough 
subconscious -  unconsicious deteriorated -  worse 
desire -  wish passion -  rage 
benefits -  profit goals -  target 
manner -  behaviour conscious -  aware 
admitted -  accepted aspirations -  desire 
carrer -  profession chatting -  talk 
environment -  surroundings established -  founded 
events -  a planned occasion fun -  enjoyment 
influence -  affect inner voice -  soul 
innermost -  deeply mentors -  advisor 
often -  frequently orientation -  direction 
rewind -  reverse struggling -  battle 
ultimately -  finally 
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CHOOSE THE BEST SYNONYMS 
1. I failed to make an impact.

a) sight b) reflection c) blow d) catch
2. Myinductioninto the Mumbai cricket circuit could have ended in failure.

a) beginning b) end c) direction d) travel
3. All my excess energies were getting channelled into cricket.

a) directed b) controlled c) approached d) looked
4. I was really serious about playing cricket.

a) sad b) afraid c) grave d) neglect
5. My father sat me down and explained that while he did not have any objections to my changing schools.

a) perfection b) chance c) way d) oppositions
6. I would always ask him to treat me to a special fruit cocktailat a juice centre near the club.

a) mixture b) single c) juice d) box
7. I evolved a way of wrapping the kitbag around me.

a) filled b) close c) covering d) pulling
8. Winning the one-rupee coin used to give me immense satisfaction.

a) huge b) light c) heavy d) little
9. Sir would spot me in the melee and virtually drag me out.

a) confused b) single c) a few d) crowd
10. I feel sheepish about my actions.

a) ashamed b) happy c) proud d) guilt

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 
firm X  easy desire X  repulsion 
passion X  hatred consciously X  unconsciously 
forget X  remember often X  seldom 
rewind X  forward ultimately X  immediately 
deteriorated X  improved benefits X  drawback, disadvantage 
achieve X  fail established X  unfarmiliar 
inner voice X  outer voice personal X  public 
suddenly X  gradually unfortunately X  luckily, fortunately 
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CHOOSE THE BEST ANTONYMS 
Choose the appropriate antonyms for the underlined words : 
1. Ramakant Achrekar sir gave due importance to the game of cricket.

a) dull b) great c) vital d) insignificance / unimportance
2. Sir should pretend to go out and watch from a distance.

a) away b) near c) far d) off
3. Sir agreed.

a) allowed b) disagreed c) admitted d) agreed
4. My father always wanted me to give best effort without worrying about the results.

a) worst b) worse c) better d) bad
5. The schedule was rigorous.

a) correct b) harsh c) right d) careless
6. I always enjoyed the conversations about batting.

a) like b) love c) hate d) admire
7. I’d often fall asleep on the bus if I managed to sit down.

a) awake b) slumber c) nap d) woken up
8. I practised hard enough.

a) trained b) idle c) exercised d) ideal
9. My father sat me down and explained that while he did not have any objections to my changing schools.

a) challenge b) doubt c) acceptance d) protest
10. Winning the one-rupee coin used to give me immense satisfaction.

a) huge b) light c) strong d) little

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER FROM THE OPTIONS GIVEN BELOW: 
1. Sachin’sfavourite player is __________

a) Sunil Gavaskar   b) Azaruddin c) Kumble d) Vijay
2. The famous cricket coach was _________

a) Richards b) Achrekar c) Sharma d) Aurang
3. The summer camp held at _______________

a) Netaji Park b) Shivaji Park c) Gandhiji Park d) NEC Park
4. Sachin’s house was in __________

a) Jugha b) Bandra c) Mushra d) Madura
5. Sachin was changed from New English School to _______

a) Shardashram b) Nethralaya c) Yeomann d) Supreme
6. Sachin started playing at the age of _______

a) 12 b) 11 c) 15 d) 16
7. The summer session for Sachin started at _______ am.

a) 7 b) 5.30 c) 7.30 d) 8.30
8. ____________ gave Sachin about the nuances of batting.

a) Aravind b) Ajit c) Shivaji d) Umesh
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9. In the break, Achrekar gave Sachin money to buy _________
a) toys b) vadapav c) cooldrinks d) biscuits

10. Sachin had to take another ticket for _________
a) friend b) Achrekar c) brother d) kitbag

1. What was coach Achrekar's first impression on Sachin?
The coach Achrekar’s first impression on Sachin was that he was too young to make the camp. 

2. Why did Sachin feel that the schedule of the camp was 'rigorous'?
Sachin felt that the schedule of the camp was ‘rigorous’ because it started at 7.30 am and ended at 
7 p.m. 

3. What did serve as a very personal coaching manual to Sachin?
During the bus journey, Sachin’s brother Ajith gave him some tips about batting. It served as a 
very personal coaching manual to Sachin. 

4. Why was Sachin asked to change the school?
Sachin was asked to change the school because his school did not have cricket coaching facilities. 

5. What was the condition laid down by Sachin's father for changing the school?
The condition laid down by Sachin’s father for changing the school was that he should become 
serious about playing cricket. 

6. How did the act with the one rupee coin help Sachin become a good cricketer?
In the last 15 minutes, his coach would place a one rupee coin on top of the stumps and if Sachin 
managed to avoid getting out, the coin was his. Every bowler would bowl in this session, with 60 to 
70 boys for fielding. 

7. What did help Sachin to build his physical and mental stamina?
During the summer holidays, Sachin practiced cricket from the morning 7 a.m to the evening 7 
p.m. It helped him build his physical and mental stamina. 

8. Which incident triggered the coach to be angry on Sachin?
Sometimes in the evening, Sachin used to play with his friends at home. He avoided to go to the 
net. This incident triggered the coach to be angry on Sachin.  

9. Why do you think Achrekar punished Sachin?
Achrekar punished Sachin because he wasted time in playing childish games with kids. 

10. 'I owe myself to him' – what does Sachin mean by this?
Sachin was very much grateful to his master, Achrekar.

Hints: too young - kpfTk; ,isath; some tips - rpy Fwpg;Gfs; cricket coaching - fpupf;nfl; gapw;rp serious - jPtpu 

positive motivation - Neu;kiw Cf;fk; tedious practise - fLikahd gapw;rp avoided to come - gq;Nfw;gij 

jtpu;j;jy; wasted time - Neuj;ij tPzhf;Fjy; much grateful - ed;wp fld;gLjy;.  
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1. Who were Sachin’s favourite players?
Sunil Gavaskar and the west Indian legend Viv Richards were Sachin’s favourite players. 

2. What was special about ShardashramVidyamandir in Mumbai?
At ShardashramVidyamandir in Mumbai, Achrekar was the cricket coach. He gave much 
importance to cricket. 

3. Who knew that Sachin could play well?
Sachin’ brother Ajit knew that he could play well. 

4. What was the opportunity that transformed the life of Sachin?
Achrekar agreed to join Sachin in his summer camp. This opportunity transformed the life of 
Sachin.  

5. When did the summer camp begin in the morning?
The summer camp began at 7.30 am in the morning. 

6. Where was the summer camp take place?
The summer camp took place at Shivaji park. 

7. Where was Sachin’s house?
Sachin’s house was at Bandra. 

8. How did Sachin go to the summer camp?
Sachin went to the summer camp by bus. 

9. What sort of conversations did Ajith and Sachin have while travelling?
While travelling, Ajith gave some tips about batting to Sachin. 

10. What routine did Sachin follow in washing his clothes?
Sachin had only one set of cricket clothes. So, after the morning session, he would wash the clothes.
In the evening also, he had to wash the clothes after the session.

11. What did Achrekar inform Ajith?
Achrekar informed Ajith that Sachin had the potentiality to become a good cricketer

12. What was the suggestion given by Achrekar to Sachin’s father?
Achrekar’s suggestion to Sachin’s father was to change the school of Sachin.

13. What acted as a safety valve?
The excess energies of Sachin acted as a safety valve.

14. How many practice matches did sachin play during the summer break of sixty days?
Sachin played 55 practice matches during the summer break of sixty days.

15. What did Sachin do during the thirty minutes break?
During the thirty minutes break, Achrekar gave him some money to eat vadapav.
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16. What is the intense ‘fifteen minutes’ mentioned?
It is the last fifteen minutes of every day’s practice. It is the time to score more runs even though
the player is very tired. So, it is intense.

17. What did Sachin’s father do just to make Sachin happy?
Sachin’s father bought him a special fruit cocktail to make him happy.

18. What did embarrass Sachin in the bus?
The kit bag carried by Sachin was too big. So, the rude conductors told him to take another ticket. It
embarrassed him.

19. What made Sachin forget, to go to the nets?
The playing with his friends at home made Sachin to forget to go to the nets.

20. What did Achrekar advise Sachin?
Achrekar advised Sachin not to waste time in playing with kids.

21. How did Achrekar find Sachin?
Achrekar would come by scooter and found Sachin among the friends.

22. Did Achrekar punish Sachin ?
Yes, Achrekar punished Sachin at one occasion.

HINTS : cricket coach - fpupf;nfl; gapw;rpahsu; agreed to join – Nru xg;Gjy; mspj;jy; Bandra - ge;jpuh vd;Dk;

,lk; some tips about batting - kl;ilg;ge;J mbf;f rpy MNyhridfs; toq;fpdhu; after the morning session fhiy
gapw;rpf;F gpd; potentiality - Mw;wy; to change - khw;wj;jpw;F excess energies - $Ljy; Mw;wy; practice matches -
gapw;rp Ml;lk; vadapav. - tlght; vd;gJ nuhl;b cUisf;fpoq;fhy; nra;ag;gLk; czT special fruit cocktail -
rpwg;ghd gof;fyit rhW kitbag - fpupf;nfl; kl;il ig.

B Answer the following in a paragraph of 120-150 words: 
1. 'Achrekar was a sincere coach'. Substantiate?

 Achrekar was a sincere coach. He found that Sachin had the potentiality to play cricket. He changed 
his school. He gave him training from morning 7.30 am to 7 pm in the evening. The morning session 
would end at 4.30 pm. After thirty minutes break, the evening session started at 5pm. He gave him training 
how to handle the last 30 minutes. If Sachin forgot to attend the class, he would come by scooter and 
dragged him. He advised Sachin not to waste time in playing games with kids at home and to practise 
well in the net. It would bring out a great magic. Achrekar also punished Sachin when he bunked his 
evening class. He was angry that Sachin went to see the inter-school cricket match. He encouraged Sachin 
that if he practised well, all the people would see him playing. He was a strict disciplinarian. He trained 
Sachin to become a very good cricketer. 
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2. Narrate in your own words the hardships underwent by Sachin to become a great cricketer?
The hardships underwent by Sachin to become a great cricketer were: 

 Sachin had only one set of clothes. He had to wash after morning and evening session. It wouldn’t
dry easily. He always played with wet pockets.

 At the end of the coaching, Sachin had to run two times around the park with the pads and gloves.
It would make him tired.

 Sachin went to the camp by bus. He felt sleepy. He couldn’t get the seat in the bus.
 During the bus travel, the kitbag of Sachin was too big. The rude conductors asked him to buy

another ticket. He didn’t have money.
 The clothes were dirty while Sachin was returning from the coaching class. The bad smell irritated

him.
 Sachin had no time to play with his friends.

3. Quote the sentences which you find most inspiring from ' Learning the Game'. How do they inspire
you? Explain. 

The most inspiring sentences were: 
 “Practise hard and see what magic can transpire” – If we practise well, it will give us a good result.

It will bring out a great magic. It can change our life.
 “Choose something you enjoy and really want to do and you will be successful”- We must select a

career that we love. If we love it, we can do our work perfectly. We will work hard without feeling
tired. We will achieve success at last.

“If I practise hard enough, one day people from across the world would come and watch me play” – This 
is the true and encouraging words. If we spend our time in coaching ourself, the whole world will turn one 
day to watch us. 

 

SYNOPSIS 

INTRODUCTION 

Lesson :  Learning the Game 
Author :  Sachin Tendulkar 
Theme :  Learning the Cricket game 
 Moral :  Work hard, you will succeed at last 

 INTRODUCTION
 DEVELOPMENT
 CONCLUSION

GIFTED STUDENTS 
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DEVELOPMENT 
CHILDHOOD DAYS OF TENDULKAR 

Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar was born on 24th April 1973 in Mumbai, Maharastra. He was a former 
Indian cricketer and captain. He loved bowling. At the age of eleven he started his training. His coach let 
him alone and watched him from a distance. As a child he washed his cricket clothes regularly in the 
morning and in the evening.  
SUPPORT FROM FAMILY 

His father supported his cricket desire. His father gave advice to him in cricket. His brother 
accompanied him many days and his words are great boost for tendulkar’s achievement 
TENDULKAR’S COACH  

He joined ShardashramVidhyamandir School, where Achrekar was the cricket coach. Daily he 
traveled 40 minutes to Sivaji's Park. During the training session, his coach kept a one rupee coin on the 
stump and let him bat. He was physically determined to win the one-rupee coin. With his bat and gloves 
he had to run round the Shivaji Park two times. Even though he had good practice in the net he played 
with his street boys. So he got rebukes from his coach. That strict discipline only made him to owe to his 
coach. 
CONCLUSION 

"Enjoy the game and chase your dreams, 
dreams do come true” 

Sachin Tendulkar 

Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar was born on 24th April 1973 in Mumbai, Maharastra. He was a former 
Indian cricketer and captain. He loved bowling. At the age of eleven he started his training. His coach 
let him alone and watched him from a distance. As a child he washed his cricket clothes regularly in 
the morning and in the evening. His father supported his cricket desire. His father gave advice to him 
in cricket. He joined ShardashramVidhyamandir School, where Achrekar was the cricket coach. Daily he 
travelled 40 minutes to Sivaji's Park. During the training session, his coach kept a one rupee coin on 
the stump and let him bat. He was physically determined to win the one-rupee coin. With his bat and 
gloves he had to run round the Shivaji Park two times. Even though he had good practice in the net he 
played with his street boys. So he got rebukes from his coach. That strict discipline only made him to 
owe to his coach. 

Lesson :  Learning the Game 
Author :  Sachin Tendulkar 
Theme :  Learning the Cricket game 
 Moral :  Work hard, you will succeed at last 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 
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D. Match the words in colum A with their Antonym 
in column B (Book Page 6) 

S.No A B 
1. concentrate distract 
2. inevitable preventable 
3. occasional continual 
4. complete incomplete 
5. insane wise 

Homonyms 
Homonyms are words with similar sound and 

spelling, but with a different meaning 
E. Use the words given below in your own sentences 
so as to get different meanings. One is done for you. 

cricket 
Cricket is a popular sport 
A cricket is active at night 

bank 
We deposit money in the bank. I like to 
play in the river bank. 

will 
I will become a teacher. 
I have will power. 

bark 
The dog barks loudly.  
The bark of this tree is used as 
medicine.. 

watch 
My uncle presented me a watch.  
The policeman watched the criminal. 

Homophones 
Homophones are words with similar sound but 

different spelling and meaning. 
F. Consult a dictionary, to find the homophones for 

the given words. 
1 in Inn 
2 know No 
3 be Bee 
4 to too, two 
5 watt what 
6 right write, rite, wright 

 At the age of 11, Sachin was introduced to the coach, Achrekar.
 He joined his summer camp.
 The camp was from 7.30 am to 7 pm.
 He had only one set of dress. He always played with wet pockets, as he found no time

to dry his clothes.
 He changed his school to Shardashram, where Achrekar works.
 His father and brother took great care.
 Sometimes, as the kitbag was too big, he had to buy ticket for it.
 When Sachin didn’t attend the camp, Achrekar would drag him out.
 Achrekar advised him to practise well. He believed that, the whole world would come

to watch him playing. It came true.

SLOW LEARNERS

alone- jdpahf> desire - tpUg;gk;> determined to win - ntw;wp ngWtjpy; cWjpahf ,Ug;gJ> rebukes 
- fz;bg;G 
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7 Were where 
8 bare bear 
9 Herd heard 
10  throne thrown 

Prefix and Suffix 
Prefixes are added to the beginning of a root 

word while suffixes are added to the end. 
G. Look at the prefixes given and frame two new 

words for each prefix and suffix. One is done for 
you. 

Prefix Word - 1 Word - 2 
sub subway subconscious 
un unhappy unseen 
Re recall recover 
En enclose engulf 
dis disagree disappear 
Ir irregular irrelevant 

Suffix Word – 1 Word - 2 
Ly suddenly happily 
Or actor councilor 
Er sitter traveller 
ness kindness weakness 
ian martian utopian 
ist Artist pianist 

J.  Listen to the passage on Paralympics and choose 
the correct answer. 

1. The Paralympic games are for _____
a) children b) disabled people
c) women.

2. The Paralympic games usually happen _____
a) in Greece b.) every four years. 
c) after the Olympic Games.

3. The first true Paralympic Games happened in Rome
in _____
a) 1960 b) 1952. c) 1848

4. In 394 BCE, the _____ stopped the Greek Olympic
Games, because they didn't like them.
a) Romas b) Greeks c) British

5. _____ was a doctor at the Stoke Mandeville
hospital in England.
a) Pierre de Coubertin
b) Sir Ludwig Guttmann
c) Natalie du Toit

I. Just a minute 
Given below are five main qualities for true 

sportsmanship. 
i. Determination
ii. Optimization

iii. Stamina

iv. Perseverance

v. Decisiveness

 Get into groups of four. Each group will choose 
one quality to talk about to the whole class for 
about one minute. But before you talk, you have 
two minutes to think about it. You can make notes 
if you wish. 

L. Prepare a speech in about 80-100 words for the 
morning assembly, stressing on the importance 
of games and sports in ensuring a healthy body 
and mind. 
 The importance of games and sports
 Sports and games are good exercises and help

to build fine, physique for the boys and girls.
This make them mentally alert and physically
strong. Further, good health is one of the most
important benefit of games and sports.

 Students learn to cope with difficult situations.
By displaying their feats before many
spectators, they can overcome their
nervousness.

 Games and sports are good diversions and give
them energy to learn the things sharply.

 Games, when played for entertainment,
provides the necessary break from the veryday
monotonous life.

 Games and sports help building a sense of
cooperation and team-spirit in an individual.
Sports like cricket, football, etc. are won by the
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collective efforts of all the members of the 
team. 

 Games and sports played by professional
players bring a lot of glory to the nation.

 Games are generally played with specific goal
to win. This helps in goal setting.

 Participants learn to follow rules and become
more disciplined.
For these reasons, every civilized nation values

the importance of games and sports and spends 
massive amount towards improvement. 

K. Your friend who lives in another town/city has 
won his/her championship trophy in the recent 
sports meet Write a letter congratulating 
him/her 

Name  :  Mary Kom 
Date of Birth   :  01.03.1983 
State/Team she represents :  Manipur, India 
Sports/ Games  :  Boxer 
Debut (First Entry) :  Won Silver  
medal-48kg weight- Women’s  
World Boxing Championship, USA  

Best in her career   :  No.4 in 
Flyweight 
Hobbies :  Travelling 
Awards/Medals received :  Arjuna 
Award Padma Shree Magnificent Mary Rajiv  
Gandhi Khelratna Award 
Sportswomen of the year 
Sahara Sports Award 
N. Collect information from newspapers. magazines, 

periodicals and books about any two famous 
sports women. Prepare their profiles. Use the 
following format. 

Name  :  P.V.Sindhu 
Date of Birth  :  05.07.1995 
State/Team she represents :  Hyderabad, India 
Sports/ Game  :  Indian Badminton 

   Player 
Debut (First Entry)  :  2009-Sub-Junior 

  Badminton Championship Colombo 
Best in her career :  No.2-  Woman 

Badminton player 
Hobbies  :  Watching Movie 
Awards/Medals received   :  Padma Shree 

    Rajiv Gandhi Khelratna Award  
Name Details 

Date of Birth 
State / Team she 

Sports / Games she is 

associated with 

Debut (first entry) 
Best in her career 
Hobbies 
Awards / Medals 
received 

CREATIVE WRITING 
O. Write a newspaper article in about 100 words, 

comparing the achievements of the two 
sportswomen based on the information you have 
already collected. 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

     XXX 
 13.08.19, 
 Madurai. 

Dear friend, 
I am fine. How are you? I came to know that 

you won the championship trophy in the state 
level sports meet. I knew it through the 
Newspaper. I am so proud of you. 
Congratulations. All the very best for your future 
success.      

Yours lovingly, 
      XXX. 

To: 
M.Siva, 
S/o. Mr. M.Muthu, 
25, North Street, 
Coimbatore-18. 
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P.V. SINDHU 
 PV Sindhu, born July 5, 1995, is an Indian 
shuttler. Sindhu is has been highly praised for her 
determination and talent in badminton and achieved 
a lot at a very early age. Till 2016, she has after her 
name six individual titles including the Macau 
Open (thrice, in 2013, 2014 and 2015), Malaysian 
masters (twice, in 2013 and 2016) and the Indonesia 
International (in 2011). But her biggest 
achievement came in the Summer Olympics 2016 
held at Rio de Janeiro of Brazil, as she became the 
first Indian women to qualify for an Olympics final 
and win the silver medal. Sindhu started playing 
badminton at the age of eight. 

MARY KOM 
 Mary Kom is an Indian Olympic boxer 
from Manipur. She is the only woman to 
become World Amateur Boxing champion for a 
record six times, and the only woman boxer to have 
won a medal in each one of the seven world 
championships. Nicknamed Magnificent Mary, she 
is the only Indian woman boxer to have qualified 
for the 2012 Summer Olympics, competing in the 
flyweight (51 kg) category and winning the bronze 
medal. She has also been ranked as No. 
1 AIBA World Women's Ranking Light Flyweight 
category. She became the first Indian woman boxer 
to get a Gold Medal in the Asian Games in 2014 in 
Incheon, South Korea and is the first Indian Woman 
Boxer to win Gold at the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games. 

ANAGRAMS 
An anagram is a word or a phrase formed 

by rearranging the letters of a different word or 
phrase, typically using all the original letters 
exactly once. 

a) 

Now try to solve these anagrams. 
1 ELBOW BELOW 
2 SECTION NOTICES 
3 VIEWER REVIEW 
4 RIPPLES SLIPPER 
5 NEEDLESS LESSENED 

A) Talk Show
Q. Work in groups of 4 – 6. Choose one folk art from, 

that is rarely or no longer performed. Find out the 
reasons for this and suggest practical 
solutions/steps that can be taken to prevent this. 
After discussion and research, conduct a talk 
show in the class on the topic FOLK ARTS – A 
REVIVAL.  
The host : I am delighted to welcome you all to this 
Talk Show on Folk Arts – A Revival. I thought it 
would be better to talk on Bommalattam which was 
very famous in our place 4 decades back. It is not 
found these days even in remote villages. How to 
revive them? Let’s have your views.  
Student : What are the factors that led to its slow 
downfall?  
Folk Artist : We have more than one reason for its 
downfall. The cost of producing the puppets has 
gone up. We do not get any financial support from 
anybody. We have to earn our living and create 
different puppets with the money we earn through 
this. But it is very low. Now we do not have skilled 
artists to continue this art. We have some old artists. 
NGO :  Our organization tries to revive this art. We 
can get some sponsors to get financial support. I 
can help you in this regard.  
Citizen :  Can’t our government agencies help 
these people? They can do something to make some 
youngsters learn this art from the old artists.  
Folk Artist : Now a days people have many other 
forms of entertainments. So it has become outdated.  
Citizen :  Government can introduce these arts in 
the schools. Interested students can learn these arts. 
This will help a revival.  

L   E   M   O   N 

M   E   L   O    N 
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The host :  I thank all the participants for their 
views. Let us hope something will be done either by 
the government or individuals to promote this art. 

A. Choose the most appropriate preposition from the 
brackets. 

1. We have been living in Chennai _____ eight years.
(for / since) 

2. Abdual has taken _____ his father. (after / at)
3. Vimal generally goes to his workplace _____ bus.

(by/on).  
4. The cricket ball was hidden _____ the leaves.

(among / between) 
5. Mani divided his toys _____ his brothers and sisters.

( among / between) 
B. Identify the prepositions in the given sentences 

and underline them. 
1. Riya borrowed a dress from me and lent it to her

friend, Mary. 
2. When I moved back to the city, things had changed

considerably. 
3. The burglar found the keys under the pot in the

balcony. 
4. Prabhu was hiding behind the door when his sister

came looking for him. 
5. My dog sat on my hat and squashed it.
C. Complete the passage by filling in appropriate 

prepositions from the list 
(with,out,to,in,from,during,of, for, by). Some 
Prepositions may be used more than once. 
 In Tamil Nadu, a very interesting form of 
recitation named Villapattu developed (a) From the 
15th century. Villupattu means bow-song because a 
bow – shaped musical instrument (b) with strong 
high tension string is used (c) for placing it (d) with 
an earthen pitcher. It is believed that this narrative 
form was an invention(e) byArasaPulavar. The 
troupe gives its performance mostly (f) during 
temple festivals. There are seven to eight persons in 
a troupe who form a kind (g) of chorus that 
supports the main singer-narrator. When the chief 
narrator signs, the chorus takes (h) out the refrain 
(i) in the song and repeats it in unison. The whole 

party sits (j) in the ground and performs (k) with a 
lot (l) of gesticulation and facfial expression to suit 
the narrative they have taken. The ballad style 
songs are composed (m) by the rural dialect which 
appeals (n) to the audience who sometimes join the 
troupe (o) with suitable notes or words. 

D. Frame sentences using the prepositional verb 
given in  the box: 

1. Hari gets benefit from his grandparents’ assets.
2. Don’t care for ciriticism.
3. I always agree with you.
4. They stand in line to purchase commodities in ration

shop. 
5. We ask for financial support.
6. Don’t laugh at others.
7. When we went to Delhi, we stayed at a hotel.
8. When two friends meet, they joke about school days.
9. I believe in God.
10. They go into the mall.
11. Our class consists of forty pupils.
12. My father paid for picnic at school.
13. We must prepare well for our competitive

examination.
14. Doctors attend to the needs of the patients.
15. The workers rely on the latest mechanism.
E. Given below is a picture of a carnival. Complete 

the factural description by filling description by 
by filling in the blanks With appropriate 
prepositions. 
 A thiruvizha is a source of excitement and thrill 
for villagers. The village thorough fare wears a 
festive look, as the open spaces are cleaned, 
spruced up and decorated (a) with colourful 
streamers. 
 People throng the premises (b) to catch a 
glimpse (c) of their village deity (d) in a 
magnificently decorated chariot, and pay their 
respects. There is a big crowd(e) at the food stalls 
that serve free piping hot sakkaraipongal (sweet 
pongal), lemon rice and curd rice. 
 People (f) from nearby villages and towns 
display their wares attractively, and call out loudly 
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(g) among the people (h) to buy their wares. Cotton 
candy, cut raw mangoes smothered (i) with salt and 
chilly powder, boiled groundnuts, murukku, sweets, 
buttermilk etc are sold. Men, women, grandmas, 
grandpas and little children dressed (j) up their best 
clothes, enjoy the Thiruvizha greatly. 
 You can hear the shrieks (k) of happy children 
enjoying the rides on ferris wheels and carousels, 
elders looking (l) at each other with smiles on their 
faces. 
 The entire day is spent (m) with fun and gaiety. 
All the village people irrespective of their age, look 
forward (n) during the thiruvizha every year. 

You stayed with your grandparents at your native 
village during Pongal. You had an unforgettable time 
with them. You visited the village fair and enjoyed the 
simple pleasures of life like bathing in the river, 
strolling in the fields, eating food cooked in earthen 
utensils over firewood, sleeping on a cot on the terrace 
under the star – lit sky, visiting temple fairs and 
watching Karagattam presentation. 
F. Write a letter to your friend, describing the joy of 

celebrating festivals in a village. 

Project 
G. Your class has to stage a Puppet show in the 

Assembly Open Forum on the topic 'Child 
Labour' Divide yourselves into groups and 
discuss the requirements for the presentation 
like storyline, characters, dialogues, choice of 
puppets and music for the interlude. Now 
complete the dialogues given below. 

Ramesh :  Let us present a puppet show on 
CHILD LABOUR for our Assembly 
open forum. 

Mohammed  :  That is a very good idea! Let us start 
planning right away. 

Geetha :  How can we begin ? 
Leema :  I suggest we begin with the storyline 

first. 
Mani  :  How  many characters can we 

have ? 
Ramesh  :  We can have around five characters. 
Mohammed  :  what  can we focus ? 
Meena :  We can focus on the problems of 

poverty and illiteracy as the major 
reasons for child labour. 

Ramesh :  Can we make stick puppets ? 
Leema :  I am good at making stick puppets. I 

will make them myself. But I require 
some help 

Mani :  I  shall help you  ?. Tell me,  what to do ? 
Leema :  Thank you, Mani. Let us stay back after the 

meeting and discuss. 
Ramesh :  Have We some music ? 
Meena  :  I think we should have some music for the 

interlude. 
Geetha :  That would make it really interesting.  I will 

get my music group to start working on the tunes 
for our puppet show.

XXX, 
15th July 2019. 

My Dear friend, 
Well and wish to hear the same from you. I 

have just returned from my native.  We had 
chitirai festival in our native town Madurai.  It is 
a 10 day festival.  Every evening Lord 
Sundereswarar and Goddess Meenakshi come in 
chairiot in and around Masi streets.  People 
welcome the deities and celebrate this festival as 
if their own home festival.  It is really exciting 
one for me since I attend this festival for the first 
time.  I would like to invite you for the next year 
festival.  Convey my regards to your parents. 

Yours lovingly, 
     Raganjana. 

Address on the envelope : 
To 

Abirami, 
5, North Avenue, 
Kombageda Circle, 
Bengaluru,  
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Ruskin Bond was born on 19th May 1934. I CANHe is an award winning Indian 
author of British descent. He is much renowned for his role in promoting children’s 
literature in India. The Indian council for Child Education has recognized his role in 
the growth of children’s literature in India. He got the Sahitya Akademi Award in 
1992 for ‘Our trees still grow in Dehra’. He was awarded the Padmashri in 1999 
and Padma Bhushan in 2014. As a profilic writer, he has written over 500 short 
stories, essays and novels. His popular novel ‘The Blue Umbrella’ was made into a 
Hindi film and was awarded the National Film Award for the best children’s film in 
2007. 

Old House Jackfruit Tree Turnstile Hollyhocks Flowers 

A Colonel A Brigadier A Tree with Hollow Marbles and Coins 

Flying Trapeze Stone Bench Budgerigars Birds German Iron Cross 
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The man went near an old 
house 

A girl came out of the house The iron cross was a symbol 
of his youth 

The man left the house before 
25 years. It was his 

Grandmother’s house 

The girl allowed him to come 
inside 

The man climbed up the wall. 
He breathed heavily 

He felt active after seeing that 

He gave the cross to the girl 
herself 

The girl climbed and took the 
iron cross 

While he was leaving the 
house at his childhood, he left 
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PROSE jkpohf;fk; 

page 28 
Warm up 
a. Have you ever tried swinging from a tree?
b. Have you ever climbed up a tree to pluck

fruits?
c. Think of other occasions when you have

climbed up trees, either near your homes or
outside. Share your reasons with the class.

Read the story given below. Find out why the 
narrator feels that he can’t climb. 

jahuhFjy; 

m) ePq;fs; kuj;jpy; njhq;fpagbNa CQ;ryhl Kaw;rp

nra;Js;sPu;fsh?

M) ePq;fs; vg;nghOjhtJ goq;fisg; gwpg;gjw;fhf kuk;

VwpaJz;lh?

,) tPl;bw;F mUfpNyh my;yJ ntspg;gFjpfspNyh 

ePq;fs; kuk; Vwpa epfo;Tfis epidT$u;f. cq;fsJ 

fhuzq;fis tFg;gpy; cs;stu;fNshL gfpu;e;J 

nfhs;f. 

fPNo jug;gl;Ls;s fijia gbf;fTk;. ghu;itahsu; 

jd;dhy; ,dpNky; kuq;fspy; Vw KbahJ vd;W 

epidg;gjw;fhd fhuzq;fis fz;Lgpb. 

He stood on the grass verge by the side of the 
road and looked over the garden wall at the old 
house. It hadn’t changed much. The old house 
built with solid blocks of granite wasn’t altered at 
all. But there was a new outhouse, and there were 
fewer trees. He was glad to see that the jackfruit 
tree still stood at the side of the building casting 
its shade on the wall.  

mtu; rhiyapd; mUfpYs;s Gy;ntspapd; tpspk;gpy; 

epd;W nfhz;L me;j gioa tPl;bdpYs;s Njhl;lj;jpd; 

Rtiug; ghu;j;jhu;. mJnthd;Wk; ngupastpy; 

khw;wkilatpy;iy. fpuhidl; fUq;fw;fshy; fl;lg;gl;l 

me;j tPl;by; vt;tpjkhd khw;wKk; nra;ag;gltpy;iy. 

Mdhy; mq;F Gjpjhf xU gz;idtPLk;> rpy kuq;fSk; 

fhzg;gl;ld. me;j tPl;bd; mUfpy; ,d;wsTk; epd;W 

nfhz;L mt;tPl;bw;F epoy; je;J nfhz;bUf;Fk; gyh 

kuj;ijf; fz;L mtu; ngUk; kfpo;r;rpaile;jhu;. 

He remembered his grandmother saying: ‘A 
blessing rests on the house where the shadow 
of a tree falls.’ And so the present owners 
must also be receiving the tree’s blessings. At 
the spot where he stood there had once been a 
turnstile, and as a boy he would swing on it, going 
round and round until he was quite dizzy. Now the 
turnstile was gone, the opening walled up. Tall 
hollyhocks grew on the other side of the wall. 

mtu; jd; ghl;b nrhd;dij epidT$u;e;jhu;: xU 

kuj;jpd; epoy; ve;j tPl;bd; Nky;; tpOfpwNjh mq;Nf 

MrPu;thjk; epiynfhs;fpwJ. ,g;nghOJ me;j tPl;by; 

trpg;gtu;fSk; me;j MrPu;thjq;fisg; ngw;Wf; 

nfhz;bUg;ghu;fs;. mtu; jw;nghOJ epd;W 

nfhz;bUf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; xU fhyj;jpy; RoYk; 

thapw;fjnthd;W ,Ue;jJ. mtu; rpWtdhf ,Ue;j 

rkaq;fspy; mjd; RoYk; fk;gpiag; gpbj;Jf;nfhz;L 

kaf;fk; tUk;tiu CryhLthu;. ,g;nghOJ me;j 

RoYk; fjT mq;fpy;iy. ,g;nghOJ me;j ,ilntsp 

Rtu; itj;J kiwf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. Rtupy; gytz;zg; 

G+f;fisAila N`ypfhf;]; nrbfs; tsu;e;jpUe;jd.  

‘What are you looking at?’ ePq;fs; vijg; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwPu;;fs;? 

It was a disembodied voice at first. Moments 
later a girl stood framed between dark red 
hollyhocks staring at the man. She was only 
twelve or thirteen, with lively eyes and long black 
hair. 

Kjypy; mJnthU ruPukw;w mruPup Nghyf; Nfl;lJ. 

fUQ;rptg;Gepw N`ypfhf;]; kyu;fSf;fpilNa xU 

rpWkp epd;Wnfhz;L mtiuNa ntwpf;fg; 

ghu;j;Jf;nfhz;bUg;gJ rw;W Neuj;jpw;Fg; gpwNf njupa 

te;jJ. 12 my;yJ 13 taJ kjpf;fj;jf;f mtu; 

cw;rhf%l;Lk; fz;fSk;> ePz;l fUq;$e;jYk; 
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cilatshf ,Ue;jhs;. 

‘I’m looking at the house. Is it yours?,’ he asked. 'ehd; tPl;ilg; ghu;j;Jf; nfhz;bUe;Njd;. ,J 

cd;Dilajh? ' mtu; Nfl;lhu;. 

‘No. It’s my father’s. Why? Do you want to buy 
it?' 

',y;iy. ,J vd; je;ijapDilaJ. Vd;? ePq;fs; ,ij 

thq;f tpUk;GfpwPu;fsh? ' 

‘And what does your father do?’ 'cd; je;ij vd;d nra;fpwhu;? ' 

‘He’s only a colonel.’ 'mtu; xU gilg;gFjp Kjy;td; (fu;dy;) ' 

‘Only a colonel?’ 'gilg;gFjp Kjy;td; jhdh (fu;dy; jhdh)?' 

‘Well, he should have been a brigadier by now.’ 'ey;yJ. ,e;Neuk; mtu; xU gilg;gFjp 

jiytuhfpapUf;f Ntz;Lk;. ' 

The man burst out laughing. me;j kdpju; gaq;fukhfr; rpupj;jhu;. 

‘It’s not funny,’ she said.  ‘Even Mommy says he 
should been a brigadier.’ 

',Jnthd;Wk; Ntbf;ifay;y. mtu; gilg;gFjp 

jiytuhfpapUf;f Ntz;Lnkd vd; mk;kh $l 

$wpapUf;fpwhu;fs;> vd;whs; mts;.' 

It was on the tip of his tongue to make a witty 
remark (‘Perhaps that’s why he’s still a 
Colonel’), but he did not want to give offence. 
They stood on either side of the wall, appraising 
each other. 

mjdhy; jhd; vd;dNth mtu; ,d;Dk; gilj;jsgjp 

Kjy;tdhfNt (fu;dyhfNt) ,Uf;fpwhu; vd;W nrhy;y 

thu;j;ijfs; ehf;fpd; Edp tiu te;Jtpl;lJ> Mdhy; 

mJ mtSf;F tUj;jj;ijf; nfhLf;Fk; vd mtu; 

epidj;J mjid nrhy;ytpy;iy. mtu;fs; Rtupd; 

,UGwKk; epd;Wnfhz;L xUtiunahUtu; ghuhl;bf; 

nfhz;ldu;. 

PAGE – 29 
“Do you want to buy it?” "ePq;fs; ,ij thq;f tpUk;GfpwPu;fsh? " 

“No”, he said. "mtu; ,y;iy vdf; $wpdhu;." 

‘Well’ she said,’If you don’t want to buy the 
house, what are you looking at?’ 

'ey;yJ' vd mts; $wpdhs;> 'ePq;fs; ,e;j tPl;il 

thq;f tpUk;gtpy;iynadpy;> ePq;fs; vijg; ghu;j;Jf; 

nfhz;bUf;fpwPu;fs;? '  

‘I used to live here twenty-five years ago. As a 
boy. As a young man.... And then my grandmother 
died, and we sold the house and went away.’ 

'25 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;du; ehd; ,q;Fjhd; tho;e;Njd;. 

xU rpWtdhf. xU ,isQdhf...NkYk; vdJ ghl;b 

mg;nghOJ ,we;Jtpl;lhu;fs;. ehq;fs; tPl;il 

tpw;Wtpl;L nrd;Wtpl;Nlhk;.’  

She was silent for a while, taking in this 
information. Then she said, ‘And you’d like to 
buy it back now, but you don’t have the 
money?’ He did not look very prosperous. 

,r;nra;jpfis cs;thq;fpf;nfhz;l mts; rpwpJ Neuk; 

mikjpahf ,Ue;jhs;. gpwJ mts;> ‘ePq;fs;; ,e;j 

tPl;il ,g;nghOJ thq;f tpUk;GfpwPu;fs;> Mdhy; 

cq;fsplk; gzkpy;iyNah?’ mtu; ghu;g;gjw;F nry;tr; 

nropg;Gs;stuhf Njhw;wkspf;ftpy;iy. 

‘No, I wasn’t thinking of buying it back, wanted 
to see it again, that’s all. How long have you 
lived in it?’ 

‘,y;iy. ehd; ,t;tPl;il kPz;Lk; thq;Ftijg; 

gw;wpnay;yhk; Nahrpf;ftpy;iy> kWgbAk; ,jidg; 

ghu;f;f Ntz;Lk;> mt;tsT jhd;. ePq;fs; vt;tsT 

fhykhf ,q;F trpf;fpwPu;fs;?’ 

‘Only three years,’ she smiled. ‘mts; rpupj;Jf; nfhz;Nl> 3 Mz;Lfshf vd;whs;.’ 

‘Would you like to come in and look more 
closely?’ 

‘ePq;fs; cs;Ns te;J kpf mUfpypUe;J ghu;f;f 

tpUk;GfpwPu;fsh vd;whs;?’ 
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‘Wouldn’t your parents mind?’ ‘cdJ ngw;Nwhu;fs; vJTk; epidj;Jf;nfhs;s 

khl;lhu;fsh?’ 

‘They’ve gone to the club.’ They won’t mind. I’m 
allowed to bring my friends home.’ 

‘mtu;fs; xU fiykd;wj;Jf;Fr; nrd;Ws;shu;fs;. 

,jid nghUl;gLj;jkhl;lhu;fs;. ehd; vd; ez;gu;fis 

tPl;bw;F mioj;Jtu mDkjpj;Js;shu;fs;.’ 

‘Even elderly friends like me?’ ‘vd;idg; Nghd;w tajpy; %j;j ez;gu;fisf; $lth?’ 

‘How old are you?’ ‘cq;fs; taJ vd;d?’ 

‘Oh, just middle aged, but feeling young today.’ 
And to prove it he decided he’d climb over the 
wall instead of going round to the gate. He got up on 
the wall all right, but had to rest there, breathing 
heavily. 

‘X> eLj;ju taJjhd;> Mdhy; ,d;W ,isQdh 

czUfpNwd;.’ mjid ep&gpf;f EioTthapiyr; Rw;wp 

tUtjw;Fg; gjpyhf Rtu; kPJ Vwp tu ehd; KbT 

nra;Js;Nsd;. mtu; Rtu; kPJ Vwptpl;lhu;> Mdhy; 

gykhf %r;Rtpl;L mq;NfNa Xa;ntLf;f 

Ntz;bajhapw;W. 

‘Middle-aged man on the flying trapeze,’ he 
muttered to himself. 

‘gwf;Fk; CQ;rypy; (ru;f;f]py;) eLj;ju taJ kdpjd;’ 

jdf;Fj;jhNd nrhy;ypf; nfhz;lhu;. 

‘I’ll help you,’ she said, and gave him her hand. ‘ehd; cq;fSf;F cjTfpNwd;’ vd;w mts; mtuplk; 

jd; ifia ePl;bdhs;. 

He slithered down into a flower-bed, shattering the 
stem of a hollyhock. 

N`ypfhf; nrbapd; jz;il cilj;Jf; nfhz;L eOtp 

mtu; fPNo cjpu;e;J fple;j G+f;fspd; kPJ tpOe;jhu;. 

As they walked across the grass he spotted a stone 
bench under a mango tree. It was the bench on 
which his grandmother used to rest, when she was 
tired of pruning rose bushes and bougainvillea. 
‘Let’s just sit here,’ he said. ‘I don’t want to go 
inside.’ 

mtu;fs; Gy;ntspiaf; fle;J nrd;w nghOJ xU 

khkuj;jpd; fPNo cs;s fy;yhyhd ,Uf;ifiaf; 

fhz;gpj;jhu;. Nuh[hr;nrbfisAk;> jhs; G+kuf; 

fpisfisAk; eWf;fptpLifapy; Nrhu;tile;J gpd;du; 

vd;Dila ghl;b tof;fkhf ,q;Fjhd; mku;e;J 

,iog;ghUthu;fs;. ‘ehKk; ,q;Nf mkuyhkh’> vd;whu; 

mtu;. ‘NkYk; ehd; cs;Ns Nghf tpUk;gtpy;iy.’ 

She sat beside him on the bench. mtUf;Fg; gf;fj;jpNyNa mtSk; mku;e;jhs;. 

They were silent for some time. The man closed 
his eyes and remembered other times - the 
music of a piano, the chiming of a grandfather 
clock, the constant twitter of budgerigars on the 
veranda, his grandfather cranking up the old car.... 

mtu;fs; rpwpJ Neuk; mikjpahf ,Ue;jdu;. mtu; 

fz;fis %bf;nfhz;L fle;j fhyj;ij 

epidTgLj;jpdhu; - gpahNdhtpd; ,ir> jhj;jhtpd; 

fbfhuk; vOg;Gk; rj;jk;> tuhz;lhtpy; gl;n[upf;fh]; 

vDk; fpspapd; fPr;rpLk; rj;jk;> mtuJ jhj;jhtpd; 

gioa fhu; Gwg;gLk; rj;jk; vd xt;nthd;whf 

epidTf;F te;jd. 

‘I used to climb the jackfruit tree,’ he said, opening 
his eyes. 

‘gyh kuj;jpd; kPJ Vwp tpisahLtJ vd; tof;fk;’ 

vdf; $wp;f;nfhz;Nl fz;fisj; jpwe;jhu;. 

PAGE – 30 
‘Do you want to climb it again? My parents 
won’t mind.’ 

‘ePq;fs; kPz;Lk; kuj;jpd; kPJ Vw tpUk;GfpwPu;fsh? vd; 

ngw;Nwhu;fs; xd;Wk; nghUl;gLj;j khl;lhu;fs;.’ 

‘No, no. Not after climbing the garden wall. 
Let’s just sit here for a few min- utes and talk. 
I mention the jackfruit tree because it was my 
favourite place. Do you see that thick branch 

‘,y;iy> ,y;iy. Njhl;lj;J Rtupd; kPJ Vwpa gpd;du; 

mg;gb xd;Wkpy;iy. ehk; ,q;NfNa mku;e;J rpwpJ Neuk; 

Ngrpf;nfhz;bUf;fyhk;. ehd; gyh kuk; vd 

Fwpg;gpl;Nld; my;yth> Vnddpy; mJ vdf;F kpfTk; 
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stretching over the roof? Half way along it there’s 
a small hollow in which I used to keep some of 
my treasures.’ 
‘What kind of treasures?’ 

gpbj;jkhd tpUg;gj;jpw;Fupa ,lk;. mlu;j;jpahd mjd; 

fpisnahd;W $iuf;F NkNy nry;tij eP 

ghu;f;fpwhah? mjd; ghjpJ}uj;jpy; cs;s nghe;jpy; ehd; 

vdJ rpy nghf;fp\q;fis gj;jpug;gLj;jp itg;gJ 

tof;fk;.’ 

‘ve;j khjpupahd nghf;fp\q;fs;?’ 

‘Oh, nothing very valuable. Marbles I’d won. A book I 
wasn’t supposed to read. A few old coins I’d collected. 
Things came and went. I was a bit of a crow, you 
know, collecting bright things and putting them away. 
There was my grandfather’s Iron Cross. Well, not my         
grandfather’s exactly, because he was British and the 
Iron Cross’ was a German decoration awarded for 
bravery during the War - the First World War when my 
grandfather fought in France. He got it from a German 
soldier.’ 

‘X mitnahd;Wk; tpiykjpg;Gs;sitay;y. ehd; 

ntd;nwLj;j $ohq;fw;fs;. ehd; gbj;jpuhj Gj;jfq;fs;. 

ehd; Nrfupj;j rpy gioa ehzaq;fs;. nghUl;fs; te;J 

Nghapd. ehd; xU fhfj;ijg; Nghy gspr;rpLk; 

nghUl;fisnay;yhk; Nrfupj;J itj;jpUe;Njd;. mq;Nf 

,Ug;gJ vd; jhj;jhtpd; ,Uk;ghyhd rpYitg; gjf;fk; 

MFk;. mJ vd; jhj;jhtpDilaJ vd mUjpapl;L 

$wKbahJ. Vnddpy; vd; jhj;jh xU Mq;fpNyau;. 

NkYk; me;j ,Uk;G rpYitahdJ xU n[u;khdpa 

myq;fhug; nghUs;. Kjy; cyfg;Nghupy; tPu jPu 

nrayhw;wpikf;fhf toq;fg;gl;lJ. vdJ jhj;jh 

gpuhd;R ehl;by; eilngw;w Nghupy; gq;Nfw;whu;. mjid 

mtu; xU n[u;khdpa Nghu; tPuuplkpUe;J ngw;whu;.’ 

Do you know? 
The Param Vir Chakra is the highest wartime 
gallentry award, given to soldiers of the Indian 
Armed Forces, for the display of utmost courage 
and complete selflessness when facing the enemy. 
Since its inception in 1950, 21 fearless heroes (14 
posthumous) have been awarded the medal till 
January 2018. 

cq;fSf;Fj; njhpAkh? 

guk; tPu; rf;uh vd;gJ kpf cau;e;j Aj;j fhy tPu 

tpUjhff; fUjg;gLfpwJ. ,t;tpUJ MAjk; jhq;fpa 

tPuupd; ijupaj;ijAk;. Raeykpd;ikiaAk; Nghu; 

fhyq;fspy; vjpupia vjpu;nfhs;Sk; nghOJ 

ntspg;gLj;jpaikf;fhf toq;fp nfsutpf;fg;gLfpwJ. 

1950-y; ,t;tpUJ njhlq;fg;gl;ljpypUe;J 21 

Jzpr;ryhd tPuh;fSf;F (14 NgUf;F ,wg;gpw;Fg; 

gpwF) [dthp 2018 tiu toq;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. 

'Do you still have it?’ ‘,d;Dk; mij itj;Js;sPu;fsh?’ 

‘No’, he said, looking her in the eyes. ‘I left it 
in the jackfruit tree.’ 

‘,y;iy’ mts; fz;fisg; ghu;j;jthNw mtu; $wpdhu;. 

‘ehd; ,e;j gyh kuj;jpy; jhd; mij tpl;Lr; nrd;Nwd;.’ 

‘You left it in the tree?’ ‘ePq;fs; mij kuj;jpy; tpl;Lr; (itj;Jr;) nrd;wPu;fsh?’ 

‘Yes, I was so excited at the time, packing 
and saying goodbye to people and thinking 
about the ship I was going to sail on that I 
simply forgot all about it.’ 

‘Mkhk;. ehd; me;j Neuj;jpy; kpfTk; gutrkhf 

,Ue;Njd;. nghUl;fis vLj;J itg;gjpYk;> 

kf;fsplkpUe;J tho;j;Jg; ngWtjpYk;> ehd; gazk; 

nra;atpUf;Fk; fg;giy epidj;Jf;nfhz;Lk; ,Ue;jjpy;;; 

ehd; vspjpy; ,tw;iwnay;yhk; kwe;Jtpl;Nld;.’ 

‘Yes’, he said. ‘It’s twenty-five years, but it may 
still be there. Unless someone else found it….’ 

‘Mkhk;’> vd mtu; $wpdhu;. ’25 tUlq;fs; 

fle;Jtpl;ld. Mdhy; mJ ,d;dKk; ,q;NfNa 

,Uf;Fk;> NtW vtUk; ghu;f;fhj tiu....’ 

‘Would you like to go and look?’ ‘mq;F nrd;W ePq;fs; ghu;f;f tpUk;GfpwPu;fsh?’ 

‘I can’t climb trees any more.’ ‘vd;dhy; ,dpNky; kuq;fspy; Vw KbahJ.’ 

‘If you can’t, I will go and see. You just sit here 
and wait for me.’ 

‘cq;fshy; Kbahnjdpy;> ehd; nrd;W ghu;f;fpNwd;. 

ePq;fs; ,q;NfNa mku;e;J vdf;fhf fhj;jpUq;fs;.’ 
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‘I’ve found it!’ she cried. ‘I’ve found some - thing!’ ‘ehd; mij fz;Lgpbj;Jtpl;Nld;!’ vd mts; 

$r;rypl;lhs;. ‘ehd; xd;iw fz;Lgpbj;Jtpl;Nld;;!’

And now, barefoot, she ran breathlessly towards 
him, in her outstretched hand a rusty old medal. 
He took it from her and turned it over on his palm. 

,g;nghOJ mts; ntWq;fhYld; jdJ ePl;ba ifapy; 

JUg;gpbj;j xU gjf;fj;ij vLj;Jf;nfhz;L 

%r;rpiwf;f mtiu Nehf;fp Xb tUfpwhs;. 

mtsplkpUe;J mjidg; ngw;Wf;nfhz;L jdJ 

cs;sq;ifapy; mjid itj;J jpUg;gpg; ghu;j;jhu;. 

‘Is it the Iron Cross?’ she asked eagerly. ‘,Jjhd; me;j ,Uk;Gr; rpYitah?’ vd;whs; Mtyhf. 

‘Yes’, he said, ‘this is it.’ ‘Mkhk’;> ‘,J jhd; mJ’> vd;whu; mtu;. 

‘Now I know why you came. You wanted to see if 
it was still in the tree.’ 

‘ePq;fs; Vd; ,q;F te;Js;sPu;fs; vd;gJ vdf;F 

,g;nghOJ njupe;Jtpl;lJ. ePq;fs; itj;Jr; nrd;w 

rpYit ,d;Dk; kuj;jpNyNa cs;sjh vd ghu;f;f 

te;Js;sPu;fs;.’ 

‘You may be right. I’m not really sure why I came. 
But you can keep the Cross. You found it, after 
all.’ 

‘eP nrhy;tJ$l rupahf ,Uf;fyhk;. ehd; Vd; ,q;F 

te;Njd; vd;gJ vdf;F cWjpahfj; njupatpy;iy. 

Mdhy; ePNa ,e;j rpYitia itj;Jf;nfhs;. ePjhNd 

,jidf; fz;Lgpbj;jha;.’ 

PAGE – 31 
‘No, you keep it. It’s yours.’ 

‘,y;iyapy;iy. ePq;fNs ,jid 

itj;Jf;nfhs;Sq;fs;. ,J cq;fSilaJ.’ 

‘But it could have remained in the tree for another 
twenty-five years if you hadn’t climbed up to 
look for it.’ 

‘Mdhy; eP kl;Lk; kuq;fspy; Vwp ,jid 

fz;Lgpbj;jpUf;fhtpl;lhy;> NkYnkhU 25 Mz;Lfs; 

,r;rpYit kuj;jpNyNa jhd; ,Ue;jpUf;Fk;.’ 

‘But if you hadn’t come back again....’ ‘Mdhy;> ePq;fs; jpUk;gtuhky; ,Ue;jpUe;jhs;...’ 

‘On the right day, at the right time, and with the right 
person’, he said, getting up and placing the medal 
in her hands. ‘It wasn’t the Cross I came for. It was 
my youth.’ 

‘rupahd ehspy;> rupahd jUzj;jpy;> NkYk; rupahd 

eguplk; jhd;’ vd;w mtu;> me;j rpYit gjf;fj;ij 

mtspd; iffspNyNa itj;jhu;.’ ‘ehd; ,e;j 

rpYitiaj; Njb tutpy;iy. ehd; vd; 

,sikf;fhyj;ij kPsg;ngwNt te;Njd;.’ 

She didn’t understand that, but she walked with 
him to the gate, Where the road turned, he 
looked back and waved to her. Then he 
quickened his steps and moved briskly towards 
the bus stop. There was sprightliness in his 
step, and something cried aloud in his heart. 

mtshy; mjidg; Gupe;Jnfhs;s Kbatpy;iy. Mdhy; 

mts; mtUld; thry; fjTtiu ele;J nrd;whs;. 

rhiy jpUk;Gkplj;jpy; mtu; jpUk;gpg; ghu;j;J ifia 

mirj;jhu;. gpd;du; mtu; Ntfkhf NgUe;J epWj;jk; 

Nehf;fp mbnaLj;J itj;J ele;jhu;. mtu; eilapNy 

xU capNuhl;lkpUe;jJ. mtu; kdjpy; VNjhnthd;W 

cuf;ff; fj;jpw;W. 

The mango scented summer breeze made the 
blood course in his veins, and he forgot, for a 
moment, that he couldn’t climb trees any more…. 

Nfhilf;fhyj; njd;wypy; kpje;J te;j khk;go thrk; 

mtuJ ehsq;fSf;Fs; ,uj;j Xl;lj;ij Jupjg;gLj;jpa 

jUzj;jpy; jd;dhy; ,dpNky; kuk; Vw KbahJ 

vd;gjid mtu; kwe;jhu;.... 
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S.No Hard Word Meaning jkpo; mh;j;jk; 

1. verge edge Xuk; 

2 granite a very hard, igneous rock fUq;fy; 

3 altered rearrange mLf;F 

4 disembodied spiritual Mj;kPfkhd 

5 colonel a rank of officer in the army gilg;gFjp Kjy;td; 

6 turnstile A mechanical doorway Roy;epiy gaz ghij 

7 dizzy faint kaf;fkhd 

8 brigadier major general gil jiyth; 

9 hollyhocks a tall plant with large showy flowers. xU tif nre;epw G+ 

10 witty clever mwpthw;wy; 

11 pruning trim a tree fpis eWf;fp jpUj;jk; nra; 

12 chiming make melodious ringing sounds kzpnahypapir 

13 cranking give a bend to Roy; 

14 breathlessly nervously gjw;wj;Jld; 

15 quickened hurry Ntfg;gLj;J 

16 sprightliness energy in action or expression tpiuthd nray; 

17 vein part of the blood circulation uj;jehsk; 

18 soldier fighter gil tPud; 

19 prosperous wealthy nropg;ghf 

20 barefoot wearing nothing on the feet. ntWq;fhYila 

Word Synonyms Word Synonyms 
disembodied -  spiritual, unbodied, intangible appraising -  assess 
prosperous -  flourishing slithered -  slide 
outstretched -  extended briskly -  rapidly 
understand -  know climb -  ascend 
swing -  sway breeze -  air flow 
bore foot -  without shoes bug -  germ 
drenched -  wet eargerly -  willingly 
eddies -  whirl gallantry -  courage 
lissom -  slim offence -  crime 
pruning -  clipping selflessness -  self sacrifice 
sprightliness -  energy treasures -  precious things 
witty -  humorous 
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CHOOSE THE BEST SYNONYMS 
1. It was disembodied voice at first.

a) spiritual b) kind c) closest d) quarrel
2. Moments later a girl stood framed between dark red hollyhocks staring at the man.

a) a type of block b) a type of plant c) a type of bricks d) a type of pillar
3. He should have been a brigadier by now.

a) a rank in hospital  b) rank in office c) rank in army d) rank in home
4. Going round and round until he was quite dizzy.

a) faint b) sleep c) happy d) tired
5. He muttered to himself.

a) whispered b) helped c) laughed d) smiled
6. In her outstretched hand a rusty old medal.

a) fold b) close c) tight d) unfold
7. There was sprightliness in his step.

a) activeness b) laziness c) sleepy d) tiredness
8. He remembered other times - the music of a piano, the chiming of a grandfather clock.

a) noise b) silent c) ding dong d) loudness
9. His grandfather cranking up the old car.

a) start b) shout c) close d) clean
10. He did not look very prosperous.

a) energetic b) kind c) wealthy d) cowed

Word Antonyms Word Antonyms 
prosperous X  unsuccessful swing X  stillness 
outstretched X  low brave X  coward 
cracking X  stop drenched X  dry 
excited X  depressed muttered X  clear 
prune X  maximize valuable X  invaluable 
climb X  descend appraising X  neglect 
constant X  inconstant dizzy X  sensible 
eagerly X  indifferently lissome X  clumsy 
offence X  non crime slither X  stay 
witty X  foolish 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANTONYMS 
1. The old house built with solid blocks of granite.

a) new b) damaged c) country d) big
2. Moments later a girl stood framed between dark red hollyhocks staring at the man.

a) pale b) bright c) light d) dim
3. It was on the tip of his tongue to make a witty remark.

a) edge b) peak c) bottom d) cap
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4. As they walked across the grass he spotted a stone bench under a mango tree.
a) down b) lower c) beneath d) over

5. They were silent for some time.
a) argued b) mum c) noise d) talkative

6. ‘I don’t want to go inside.’
a) a side b) beside c) outside d) downside

7. Going round and round until he was quite dizzy.
a) faint b) brisk c) happy d) tired

8. In her outstretched hand a rusty old medal.
a. fold b) close c) tight d) unfold

9. There was sprightliness in his step.
a) activeness b) laziness c) sleepy d) tiredness

10. He couldn’t climb the tree any more.
a) decline b) decrease c) get down d) drop

CHOOSE THE BEST OPTION 
B.  Based on your understanding of the story, answer the following questions by choosing the correct 

answer. 
i. The story I Can't Climb Trees Anymore highlights the importance of _____

a) old age. b) youth
c) adulthood d) middle age

ii. The house which was visited by the man  _____ 
a) remained unchanged b) was totally changed
c) was slightly repaired d) was given a facelift

iii. Who said, "A blessing rests on the house where the shadow of a tree falls"?
a) grand mother b) grand father
c) uncle d) the narrator

iv. The author came back to the house because he _____
a) wanted to see the jackfruit tree. b) was looking for his lost youth.
c) wanted to look again at his old house d) wanted to buy the house

v. He gifted _____ to the little girl
a) an iron cross b) a bronze medal
c) marbles d) old coins

C- Answer the following questions in a sentence or two. 
1. Explain: “Blessings rest on the house where the shadow of a tree falls”-

It is good to have plants around the house. 
2. What did the writer oberve about the house?

The writer observed that the solid blocks of granite in the house was not altered. 
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There were fewer trees remained. 
3. What was the local superstition about trees?

The superstition about trees was that the house would be blessed if the shadow of the tree fell on it. 
4. What did the narrator do with the turnstile wen he was a boy?

When he was a boy, the narrator used to swing on the turnstile. 
5. Who is the owner of the house now?

A colonel is the owner of the house now. 
6. Why did the narrator return to his old house?

The narrator returned to his old house to find his lost youth. 
7. How did he get back the iron Cross?

The little girl climbed up the jackfruit tree and got back the iron cross. 
8. Who did the house belong to originally?

The house belonged to the writer’s grandmother originally. 
9. What did he do with the old iron Cross?

He kept the old iron cross in the jackfruit tree. 
10. Where had he left his childhood treasures?

He had left his childhood treasures in the jackfruit tree.

1. Who is the girl in the story?
The girl is the daughter of the colonel who is the owner of the house. 

2. What kind of relationship did the man have with that house?
The man’s grandmother was the owner of the house before twenty four years. 

3. What was the specialty of the stone bench?
Stone bench was the place where his grandma used to sit and take rest. 

4. Why did the middle aged man feel young today?
The middle aged man felt young today because he came to his ancestral house, where he enjoyed 
his childhood.  

5. Which was the favorite place for the man?
Jackfruit tree was the favorite place for the man. 

6. Why the man stepped very fast?
The man stepped very fast to reach the bus stop. 

7. What smell he had while leaving the place?
The man smelled the mangoes from the mango tree while he was leaving the place. 

  

around - Rw;wp remained - mg;gbaNa ,Ue;jJ swing - CQ;ry; turnstile - RoYk; thapw; fjT climbed up -
Vwpdhh; jackfruit tree- gyh kuk;

ancestral house - guk;giu tPL childhood - Foe;ijg; gUtk; reach - nrd;wiltJ 
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I. THINK AND WRITE 
Based on the story and your own ideas write your answers in about 80 to 100 words each 
1. Imagine yourself as the writer. Narrate the story of your visit to your ancestral house.

Oneday, I went to my ancestral house. When I was young, it was owned by my grandmother. Before
10years, it was sold. After that I didn’t get chance to visit. It had been changed a lot. While we used, there was 
no fence. Now a fence was raised. The house was painted in green. They constructed the upstairs. The only 
thing remained there was the trees around the house. The neem tree, coconut tree and the teak tree were there 
itself. I was happy. It looked as if I found my old friends. 
b. The man who came to the house gave the cross as a gift to the girl. Why did he do this? What do you

think would have happened if he had taken back the cross with him? 
The man who came to the house gave the cross as a gift to the girl. Because, the girl was kindful. While 

the author was watching the house, the girl invited him to come inside the house. They walked inside the 
garden. They talked about the trees. So, he liked her and gave her the cross. Instead of that, if he hadn’t given 
the cross to her, he might have been ambitious. The cross was the symbol of his youth. It was lost for ever. It 
was a memory. If he had that cross with him, he would always long for the youth. 
C.What are the benefits of growing and preserving trees? Use ideas from what you have read so far and 

your own ideas. 
There are many benefits in growing and preserving trees. The trees give oxygen to breath, fruits to eat and 

shade to take rest. Each and every parts of the trees are useful. They are the landmark of the house. The 
children like to play in the trees. They are their secret place to hide. Moreover, they are their true friends. 

A man comes in search of -his old house. There he lived for three years but it is a memorable one. 
While watching the house a young girl of that house comes there. She is the daughter of a Colonel. With 
her help he visits the garden. He remembers his grandparents and a jack tree. He used to keep his 
valuable things in the jack tree. He searches for an old rusty metal cross. That girl finds it for him. He 
returns it to her and goes out of the house with a heavy heart. He misses his youth. 

Lesson :  I can’t climb trees any more 
Author :  Ruskin Bond 
Genre :  Auto biography 
 Theme :  Recollecting childhood memories 

Valuable - tpiykjpg;gw;w rusty - Jug;gpbj;j heavy heart - fdj;j kdJld; 
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A. Based on your understanding of the story, 
indicate either'T' (True) or 'F'(False) against the 
columns.  T/F 
1. The narrator had hidden a few old coins in the tree.

False. 
2. The jack fruit tree was still there. True
3. As a boy the narrator used to swing on the turnstile.

True 
4. The narrator had sold the house. True
5. A girl came out of the house. True
6. The narrator's grandfather used to sit on the stone

bench. False 
7. The narrator was able to remember the music of a

piano. True 

8. The narrator was able to climb the jack fruit tree.
False 

9. The purpose of the visit of the narrator was to buy his
ancestral house back. False 

10. The narrator climbed over the wall easily. False
D. Match the words in column A with the meanings 
in column B by drawing a line as shown. 

A B 
1 pruning soaked 
2 chiming shaky 
3 drenched flourishing 
4 dizzy life 
5 prosperous emit a sound 
6 sprightliness trimming a plant 

7 prosperous ancient 
8 treasure bell, gong 
9 chiming a collection of precious things 
10 rusty well- off 

E. Read these shortened forms of words and write 
the full form for the remaining words and complete 
the table given below. 

won't : will not 
I'd : I had / I would 
I'll : I will 

i you'd you had 
ii they've They have 
iii he'd He had 
iv wasn't was not 
v he's He is 
vi aren't are not 

vii isn't is not 
viii doesn't does not 
ix wouldn't would not 
x can't can not 

F. Now choose the correct option and put a thick 
mark () above it. 

1. The poet used to play in the house when she was
young / lazy . 

2. The flowers mentioned in the poem are roses / holly
hocks. 

3. The poet used to go home for tea / lunch.
4. Muffins / grapes were the favourite food of the poet.
5. Life was beautiful / happy when the poet was young.
6. There was plenty of time to gaze / walk in the field.

 An old man watches his old house.
 A girl of that house allows him in.
 She is the daughter of a colonel, the owner.
 He remembers his grandparents.
 He finds a rusty cross in the jack tree.
 Returns it to her.
 He goes out with heavy heart.

SLOW LEARNERS
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G. You are visiting the primary school where you 
studied classes I to IV, after six years. You get a 
chance to go to your standard two classroom and 
you are permitted to sit at the same place where 
you used to sit. 

. What would you remember? 
ii. Describe your feelings at that time.
iii. Who do you miss very badly, your friends or

teachers? 
iv. Share your thoughts with the class.

H. On seeing these pictures, you would have 
gone down your memory lane. Write a 
paragraph in about 50 words describing 
your favorite sport when you were young. 
 My favourite sport is football. I love the game of 

football, it is a fun game to watch and play. The game is 
also a Physical goame to play I love to be physical. And 
also football brings people together. My love for the 
game is one of the biggest reasons. All my life I have 
been playing football, from the backyard to high school. 
It also has provided me with a lot of memories that I 
will never forget; one memory is winning our 
conference my junior level in high school. That is 
something I will never forget. 

Creative writing 
J. Write a letter to your friend describing your 

ancestral house. 

 2 June 2018, 
 Madurai, 

Dear Friend, 
Hai, How are you? I am fine. Hope you 

the same. Recently, I had visited my ancestral 
house which is in the village. The field around 
were full of smiling corn fields of wheat and 
gram. All there presented a beautiful sight. 
Some birds were flying about filling the 
atmosphere with their chirping. I worke up 
early in the morning. Having breakfast with 
milk. Women were drawing water and 
humming sweet songs. At some distance was 
the village tank. There, women were seen 
washing clothes and spreading them out in the 
sun to dry. I stayed in the village for ten days 
and then came back full of memories. I was 
given and affectionate farewell. I hope when 
you had read, you also visualize the image of 
our village and our house. If you wish, you 
will come along with me next time.  

 Yours lovingly, 
 xxxx 

Address on the envelope 
To 

xxxx 
xxxx 

 xxxx 
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K. Given below are four headlines and information about four young National Bravery Award winners. 
Match the headline to the passages and write it in the space provided. 

Little Girl Big Prowess 

Lad Rescues Kin From Leopard Smart Sense Saves Sibling 

Unlucky Boy Saves Two 

1. Smart Sense Saves Sibling
Fourteen – year –old Siya Vamansa Khode from Dharwad, Karnataka risked her own life to save 

her 2-year –old brother from certain death due to electrocution. In April 2015. Siya was playing hide and 
seek with her cousins when she decided to go to the rooftop. The toddler followed her; but after playing 
for a while she suddenly realized that her brother was now here to be seen to find him in contact with a 
live wire, she held him by his shirt (she knew touching him directly meant risking her own death) and 
pulled him away to safety. For her exemplary thinking, she was awarded the National Bravery Award. 

2. Lad Reuses Kin From Leopard
When 15-years –old Sumit Mamgain's older cousin Ritesh was being dragged away by a leopard 

at Manoharpur in Uttarakhand, he told Sumit to run away and save his life. But the brave lad decided to 
fight the leopard and save his cousin's life. Holding its tail, he hit it with a sickle. When the leopard 
charged towards him, he kept pelting stones at the animal till it finally ran away. For his exemplary 
courage, Mamgain was awarded the Sanjay Chopra Award. 

3. Little Girl = Big Prowess
On May 19, 2016, 9-year-old Tarh Peeju drowned while saving her friends Phasing Marry and 

Tarh Charu when they attempted to cross Pachin River in Naharlagun. A Class IV student at Alphabet 
Public School in Nirjuli, Tarh Jumped into the turbulent river and dragged both Marry and Charu to 
safety. However, she herself was submerged and swept downstream by the strong current of the river. 
Displaying unbelievable courage, Tarh sacrificed her life in saving her friends and was posthumously 
conferred the Bharat Award (the top honor at the National Bravery Awards). 

4. Unlucky Boy saves Two
On july 22, 2003, 11-year-old Kandha Kumar of Karur district in Tamil Nadu was returning 

home in his school van. The van broke down in the middle of an unmanned level crossing and seeing the 
train approaching, the van driver panicked and fled, leaving seven school children trapped. The class VII 
boy immediately jumped off the van and rescued two children. But, while he was trying to help other 
children, the train rammed into the van killing Kandha Kumar, three children and a helper. For his valiant 
act, he was awarded the National Bravery Award posthumously. 
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I. In pairs, discuss what is common about all these incidents you have just read. Complete the chart below with 
the characteristic features of an act of bravery. (One example is given for you.) 

M. Based on your reading answer the following questions in a sentence or two. 
1. Is mountaineering a dangerous sport?. Why? (para 1)

Yes, mountaineering is a dangerous sport. 
2. What is frostabite? (para 2)

Forstbite is an injury that is caused by exposure of parts of the body to the cold. The cold causes freezing of your 
skin and underlying tissues. Your fingers, toes and feet are most commonly affected. 

3. What are the qualities of a good climber?
As one climbs higher and higher, breathing becomes more and more difficult. 
They should carry with them maps, compasses and other equipment. They must by in good physical condition and 

should possess courage, perseverance and power of endurance. They also carry first aid supplies food and extra clothing. 
4. What do climbers carry with them? (Para 4)

The climbers carry with them first add kits, food and clothing suitable to the weather. 
5. Where are the highest peaks in India? (Para 5)
 The highest peaks in India are in Himalayas? the mount Everst is the highest peak in the world which is in Nepal. 
N. Here is story about a holiday adventure. The paragraphs are jumbled. Rearrange them to form a meaningful 

story. 

Act of 
Bravery

Selflessness

Smart 
Thinking

Chivalay

Valiant

Adventure

Courage

A: Riya's family had a nice 
little holiday home near the 
sea – shore. The weather 
was fine and the children 
went swimming every day.

D: "Did you see that! That 
dolphin saved your life!" shouted 
Jody when she was back in their 
boat. "I can't believe it". said 
Riya. And they rowed back to the 
beach as fast as they could. 

B: She saw water and dolphins 
all around. "How deep!" she 
thought. 

C: One day Riya and 
Jody took a boat from 
the beach to a small 
island. It was a nice 

E: Riya wanted to row back but 
she lost her balance and fell into 
the water. Jody started to cry and 
didn't know what to do, "Uh!" 
cried Jody. Riya couldn't swim! 
"Help! Help!" cried Jody. 

F: While they were 
rowing along the 
coastline, a strong 
wind caught the boat 
and took it out to the 
open sea. 

Healthy, wholesome, calorific 
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B. Give your opinion and compare the items in 
eacdh picture using –er.more, less, or an 
irregular form. Use the words, You may 
form your sentences in more than one way. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Healthy, wholesome, calorific 
a) Vegetables are healthier than pizza.
b) They are whole some food.
c) Fast food items are more calorific

eco - friendly, economical, safer 
a) Cycle Riding is eco – friendly
b) cycle is more economical than bike
c) cycle riding is safer than bike riding

educational, interesting, trendy 
a) Radio is more educational than cell phone.
b) Mobile is more interesting than Radio.
c) Mobile phone using is trendy.

safe, comfortable, quick 
a) Train travel is safer than bus travel
b) Train is more comfortable than bus
c) Bus is quicker than a train

cozy, costly, sturdy 
a) Sofa is cozier than a stool
b) Sofa is costlier than a stool
c) Stool is more sturdy than a sofa

G: Her leg was caught in 
seaweed! Just then, a 
dolpin quickly came to 
rescue her. The dolphin 
took Riya on its mouth and 
took her up to the boat. It 
made a loud noise and 
swam away. 

H: Last summer Riya 
spent her holidays 
together with her 
parents and her little 
brother. They went to 
the coast. 

Finish the story on your own! 
Riya and Jody narrated to their 
parents what had happened 
They were happy. 

Put the texts in 
the correct 
order! 
1= text : H 
2= text : A 
3= text : C 
4= text : B 
5= text : F  
6= text : E 
7= text : G 
8= text : D 

Identify and write down the words! 
Beach seas and sun towel ocean swim wave 
umbrella sunglasses relax fun swim suits boat 
suntan sea shells icecream coast sea weed 
surfing beach, sea, sand, sun, towel, ocean, 
swim wave, umbrella, sunglasses, relex, fun, 
swim, suits, boat, suntan, seashells, icecream, 
coast, seawood, surfing. 
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D. Listen to the conversation between Leena and her 
mother and list down a few new words. Using a 
dictionary find out the meaning for thouse 
words. 

New Word Meaning 
Versatile able to adapt to 

different activities 
Kuritage tradition 
adventures exciting experience 
Savour Enjoy 
brooding Deep thought 
Bungee jumpin Jumping from a Bridge 

F. Work with a partner. Match the words and 
pictures by writing the numbers in the space 
provided. Use and encyclopedia to find out more 
about these adventure sports. 
Name of the 

Sport 
How it is played! 

Hang Gliding It is also known as powered 
paragliding. enables you to fly 
like a bird with the help of a 
powered paraglider. 

Jet Skiing A small machine like a 
motorcycle the can travel on the 
surface of water. 

Rock 
Climbing 

An activity in which participants 
climb up, down or across rocks 
or aritificial rock walls. 

Bungee 
Jumping 

It is and activity that involves 
jumping from a tall structure 
while connected to a large elastic 
cord. 

Scuba Diving It is a form of underwater diving 
where the diver uses a breathing 
apparatus. 

Kite Surfing It is a wind powered surface 
watersport using a kite and a 
board to move across the water. 

Para Motoring It is an air sport in which a pilot 
flies a light, non-motorized, foot 
– launched. heavier-than-air
aircraft. 

G. Complete the following table with information 
from the anecdote about Mr Scotti's short trip. 

Name Nicholas Scotti 
Occupation Journalist 
Reason for his trip To Visit his cousing 
Means of transport Plane 
Destination To Go To Cousing house 

H. Circle the best option. 
1. In New York Mr Scotti left the plane because he

thought he 
a) had to change the plane. b) was in Rome.
c) had to phone his cousins d) changed his mind.
2. He decided to find his cousins' home without their

help. He asked the policeman for information in 
Italian because he  

a) thought he was in Italy.
b) knew the policeman.
c) didn't speak any other language.
d) liked the language.
3. On the next day, My Scotti was __________ at how

the local people responded to his queries. 
a) surprised b) unhappy
c) glad d) upset
4. Circle three words that best describe Mr. Scotti
Clever/Unlucky/ Stupid/ Successful/ Miserable/ 

Happy 
J. Look at the action words in bold. Identify whether 

they are either finite or non – finite verb. 
They want to try a 
new approach 

Non In finite Verb 

Trying is easy Non – Infinite Verb 
Having tried 
everything, he gave up 

Finite Verb 

All I can do is try. Non-finite Verb 
If she tried, she would 
succeed. 

Finite Verb 

K. Read the following pairs of sentences. 
 Travelling might satisfy your desire for new

experiences. 
 The  studyabroad program might satisfy your

desire for new experiences.
Identify the subject in the first sentence Travelling. 

 They do not appreciate my singing.
 They do not appreciate my assistance.
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Identify the direct object in the first sentence My 
singing 

 My cat's favourite activity is sleeping.
 My cat's favourite food is salmon.

Identify the subject complement in the first sentence 

Sleeping 
 The police arrested him for speeding.
 The police arrested him for criminal activity.

Identify the object of the preposition in the first 
sentence for speeding.

M. Now, work in pairs and help Dinesh and Divya complete the exercise given below. 

Where are the astronauts headed to? 
I. Write the gerund/infinitive form of the verbs in the blanks. 
1. The astronauts managed to complete (complete) their training in record time.
2. They learned how to survive (survive) in space withour gravity.
3. The best astronaut almost quit Trying (try) to learn the complex information.
4. Their mission appeared to be (be) in jeopardy.
5. Then Marina encouraged him by saying, " It's no good to quit (quit) the project right at the and."
6. Being an astronaut will enable you  to achieve (achieve) great success in life.
7. If you give up studying (study) now, our mission will be scrubbed.
8. Think of your fellow astronauts who wouldn't hesitate to help (help) you in time of trouble.
9. We astronauts must keep on preparing (prepare) for our space launch.
10. Some say it's no use of travelling (travel) to distant planets, because it takes too long.
11. But we really want to visit (Visit) other planets and find
12. Can you imagine  walking (walk) up to a Martian and shaking hands and to say (say, "Hello, how are you?"
13. We really look forward to meet (meet) alien creatures and to find (find) out what they are really like.
14. Many scientists have warned us not to take (take) this dangerous journey, but we are not discouraged.
15. Travelling to far away planets involves risking (risk) our lives for the thrill of discovery.
16. However we won't delay to blast (blast) off into space.
17. Would you like to accompany (accompany) us on our journey if you could?
18. During our training we have got  used to being (be) weightless and living (live) under difficult conditions.
19. Scientists admit to being (be) intensely curious about life on other planets.
20. I'm sure they would also enjoy travelling (travel) with our crew.
21. We told them tp come (come) with us on our trip, but some of them think it is a waste of time to search
(search) for life that doesn't exist. 
22. We have been taught how to endure (endure) hardships during out training and now we can't afford wasting
(waste) money. 

We're on our way! 
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Robert Frost (1874-1968) was an American poet noted for his realistic 
descriptions of rural life. Born on 26 March 1874, he spent his first 40 years as 
an unknown entity. He received four Pulitzer prizes for poetry and was a special 
guest at President John F. Kennedy‘s inauguration. Frost became a poetic force 
and the unofficial Poet Laureate of the United States. Some of his famous works 
are The Road Not Taken, West Running Brook, Mending Wall, After Apple 
Picking etc. 

Robert frost The poet on Horse 

Woods Poet on the Horse 

Dark woods Snowy woods 
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During a winter season, the poet travels in 
a horse 

The horse thinks it different 
because there is no farmhouse 

nearby 

The other meaning is he 
has works to do before 

his death 

He stops near a wood. It is 
filled with Snow 

The horse shakes its bell to ask 
the poet if there is anything 

wrong 

The woods are lovely, 
dark and deep 

But he has duties to do 
before he sleeps 
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During a winter season, the poet travels in a horse. He stops near a wood. It is filled with snow. The owner of the 
wood may not see him. The horse thinks it different because there is no farmhouse nearby. It is a dark evening. The horse 
shakes its bell to asks the poet if there is anything wrong. The other sound is the moving of the wind. The woods are 
lovely, dark and deep. But he has duties to do before he sleeps. The other meaning is he has much works to do before he 
dies. One must not be carried away by the temporary pleasures in life. 

POEM ENGLISH EXPLANATION ghly; jkpo; tphpthf;fk; 
Whose woods these are I think I know 
His house is in the village though, 
He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

ahUila fhLfs; ,it> vdf;Fj; njhpAk; vd ehd; 
epidf;fpNwd;. mtUila tPL fpuhkj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk;.  ehd; 
,q;F epWj;jpaij mth; ghh;j;jpUf;f khl;lhh;.  mjw;F 
fhuzk; gdp glh;e;j mtuJ fhL MFk;. 

My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse lake 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 

vdJ rpwpaFjpiu ,ij tpj;jpahrkhf czh;e;jJ. mUfpy; 
xU gz;iz tPLk; ,y;iy.  fhLfSf;Fk;> gdp glh;e;j 
VhpfSf;Fk; eLNt me;j tUlj;jpd; ,Us; #o;e;j khiy 
MFk;. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there is some mistake. 
The only other sound’s the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

Fjpiu jdJ kzpia mirj;jJ.  mq;Nf vJTk; jg;G 
ele;jjh vd;W Fwpg;ghf Nfl;lJ.  mq;fpUe;j kw;w xU 
rj;jk; kz; Jfs;fSld; gwf;Fk; fhw;W MFk;. 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep,  
And miles to go before I sleep. 

fhLfs; mofhfTk;> ,uz;Lk;> MokhfTk; cs;sJ. 
Mdhy; ehd; epiwNtw;w Ntz;ba thf;FWjpfs; cs;sd. 
ehd; J}q;Ftjw;F Kd; epiwa Ntiyfs; nra;a Ntz;b 
cs;sd.  ehd; tho;f;ifapy; fz; %Ltjw;F Kd; epiwa 
Ntiyfs; nra;a Ntz;b cs;sd. 

Word Meaning Word Meaning 
queer (adj.) -  strange, odd woods (n.) -  forest 
frozen(adj.) -  in ice form sweep (v.) -  soft, gentle sound 
downy(adj.) -  feather – like flake (n.) -  a small piece of something 
harness (n.) -  straps and fittings by which a horse is 

fastened to a cart or carriage  

Refers Means 
I, me the poet (Robert Frust) queer -  strange, odd 

Lines 2,3.4 he , his Villages woods -  forest 
Lim-9  he Horse harness -  straps for a horse 

APPRICIATION OF THE POEM 
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frozen -  in ice form 
sweep -  move suitly 
downy -  soft and fluffy 
flake -  a small piece of snow  

flake 

Poem lines Figures of Speech 

S – 1 

Whose woods these are I think I know 
His house is in the village though  
He will not see me stopping here  
To watch his woods fill up with snow 

1. Imagery – vis…l ….., line 1x2 (words, hoys)
2. Alliteration – whose, woods,

watch his woods 
3. Rhyming words : know, though, snow
4. Rhyming scheme: a,a,b,a

S-2 
my little horse must think it queer  
To stop without a farm house near  
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year  

1. Personification – line 1
2. Imagery  - visnal – line -2x3 (farmhuy , lake)
3. Rhyming words – queer, near, year
4. Rhyming scheme – a,a,b,a

S- 3 He gives his harness balls a shake 
To ask if there is some –stake  
The only other sound the sweep 
of earn wind and downy flake 

1. Personification – line 1x2
2. Imagery  - Auditory – line 1    (balls)
3. Rhyming words – shake, mistake, flake
4. Rhyming scheme – a,a,b,a

S-4 The woods are lovely, dark  
Miles to go before I sleep,  
And miles to go before I sleep. 

1. Personification – line 3,4
2. Rhyming words – deep. keep, sleep, sleep
3. Rhyming scheme – a,a,a,a

A. Answer the following questions in a sentence 
or two. 

1. He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

i) who does ‘he’ refer to?
“He” refers to the owner of the woods 

ii) Identify the season with these lines
 The season is winter 

2) My Little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near

i) Who is the speaker?.
 The poet is the speaker. 

ii) Why should the horse think it queer?
The horse should think it queer because the 
poet stopped at a strange place. 

iii) Pick out the rhyming words
Queer and near are the rhyming words.

3) He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake

I) Whom does ‘he’ refer to in these lines”
 ‘He’ refers to the horse. 

ii)Why does ‘he’ give his harness bells a shake?
‘He’ gives his harness bells a shake because he 
asks if there is anything wrong. 

iii) How does the horse communicate with the
poet?
 The horse communicates with the poet 
through the bell. 

4) The woods are lovely dark and deep
But I have promises to keep

i) How  are the woods?
 The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 
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ii) Who does ‘I’ refer to?
 ‘I’ refers to the poet. 

iii) what are the promises the speaker is talking
about?
 One promise is responsibilities to be 
completed before he sleeps. 
Another promise is the responsibilities to be 
done before he dies. 

5) And miles to go before I sleep
And miles to go before I sleep

i) Why has the poet repeated the last line?
 The poet has repeated the last line to stress 
the importance of responsibilities.  

ii) Explain miles to go before I sleep
 ‘Miles to go before I sleep’ means the poet 
has many duties to do before he sleeps as 
well as he dies. 

1. Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;

a) Whose house is in the village?
The house of the owner of the wood is in the 
village.  

b) What is the poet thinking?
The poet is thinking about the owner of the 
house. 

2. My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near

a) Bring out the rhyming word from these lines.
Queer:near 

b) Why is the horse afraid to stop?
There is no farm house nearby so the horse 
afraid to stop. 

3. Between the woods and frozen lake
a) What does‘frozen lake’ refer to?

‘Frozen lake’ is referred to the winter season. 
b) Who are standing  between the woods and

frozen lake? 
The poet and the horse are standing in between 
the woods and frozen lake. 

4. The darkest evening of the year.
a) What time is referred here?

Evening time is referred here. 
b) What do you mean by‘The darkest evening’?

‘The darkest evening’ means dusk. 
5. The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
a) Why are the woods lovely?

The wood is natural. So it is lovely. 
b) Why are the woodsdark and deep?

The trees are thickly grown and the poet is 
standing in the middle of the forest. So the 
words ‘dark and deep’ are mentioned. 

B. Write down the summary of the poem by 
filling in the blanks. 
After a long travel the poet entered a wood He 

wondered to whom the wood belonged He realized 
that the owner of the wood lived in a village He 
was happy that the owner would not be able to see 
him stopping in his woods to watch the snow fill 
the woods. The poet felt that the horse would think 
it very strange to stop near the woods as he had 
never wheat. He was actually standing between the 
woods and frozen lake. The time was evening The 
horse indicated that the poet has made a his take by 
shaking its head. The poet felt that the woods are 
lovely, dark and deep. He suddenly realized that 
he had worldly responsibilities which would not 
allow him to stay in the woods for a long time. 
C. Answer the questions in three or four 

sentences. 
a) What information does the poet highlight

about the season and the time of the day in
the poem
 It is a winter season. The woods are filled with 
snow. It is the darkest evening of the year. 

b) In which way is the reaction of the speaker
different from that of the horse? What does 
it convey?   
The speaker is attracted by the beauty of the 
wood. So, he stops. The horse thinks that there 
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is no farmhouse nearby. It is strange that he 
stops in the wood. So, he shakes his bell. 

c) What are the sounds heard by the poet?
The bell of the horse and the moving of the 
wind are the sounds heard by the poet.  

d) The poet is aware of two choices. what choice
does he make ultimately?  
The two choices are  - work to be done before 

 he sleeps 

 - work to be done before 
    his death.   

His choice is to leave the wood to fulfil his 
works before his death. 

e) Pick out words from the poem that bring to
mind peace and quiet  
The words that bring to mind peace and 
quiet are- snow, froze, darkest, sweep, wind, 
lovely, deep, sleep. 

Writing  
G. Answer the following questions in a paragraph about 80-100 words 
a. It is said that, "the choices made by one, shapes one's destiny". The theme of choice is important

throughout this poem. 
It is said that “ the choices made by one, shapes one’s destiny”. During a winter season, the poet travels in a 

horse. He stops near a wood. It is filled with snow. The owner of the wood may not see him. The horse thinks it 
different because there is no farmhouse nearby. It is a dark evening. The horse shakes its bell to ask the poet if there 
is anything wrong. The other sound is the moving of the wind. The woods are lovely, dark and deep. But he has 
duties to do before he sleeps. The other meaning is he has much works to do before his death. One must not be 
carried away by the temporary pleasures in life. So, he leaves the wood to fulfil his work. 
H. Work in pairs and discuss the factors that contribute towards making a choice and make a presentation 

to the class. 
I. Write down your presentation as an articles 

b. Though the poet is attracted by the peace and quiet of the woods, the poet decides to go on to the village. It is
due to his responsibility. He may be impressed by the beauty. But he is steady minded. So, he makes a correct 
choice.  

 

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" is a poem written in 1922 by Robert Frost, and 
published in 1923 in his New Hampshire volume. It consists of four quatrains that have the following 
rhyme scheme: aaba, bbcb, ccdc, dddd. The poet is travelling at dusk through the snow and pauses with 
his horse near the woods by a neighbor's house to watch the snow falling around him. His horse shakes 

Poem :  Stopping by woods on a snowy evening 
Poet :  Robert Frost 
Theme :  Admiring Nature 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 
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his harness bells, questioning the pause; perhaps this place isn't on their usual route, or he is curious that 
there doesn't appear to be a farmhouse nearby. The speaker continues to stand near the woods, attracted 
by the deep, dark silence of his surroundings. He feels compelled to move further into the snowy woods. 
He and his horse have to go miles before they can sleep. But he ultimately decides to continue, 
concluding with perhaps the most famous lines of the poem:  

'But I have promises to keep, and miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep.' 

D. Identify the rhyme scheme used in each stanza. 
One example has been done for you. 
stanza rhyme scheme 
1 Aaba 
2 Bbcb 
3 Ccdc 
4 Dddd 

E. Complete the table by identifying lines, against 
the poetic devices from the poem. One example 
is done for you. 

Poetic device Lines from the poem 
Alliteration watch his woods 
Personification To ask if there is some 

mistake 
Repetition And miles to go before I 

sleep 
Imagery But I have promises to keep. 

F. Listen to your teacher read a passage or play on a 
recorder, on the importance of keeping 
promises. As you listen, complete the blanks. 

a. When you make a promise, keep it, even if    it costs
you more than you expected. 

b. Do not promise too much but deliver more then you
promise. 

c. A promise seeks people together.
d. Some people make promises too easily
e. Saying 'yes' is easier than refusal but can lead to

disappointment and decrease in trust. 
f. Beofre making promises, consider the long-term

input on your reputation 

SLOW LEARNERS

Poem :  Stopping by woods on a snowy evening 
Poet :  Robert Frost 
Theme :  Admiring Nature 

 "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" is a poem written in 1922 by
Robert Frost.

 Poet stops his horse in between the snowy wood to enjoy it.
 His horse shakes his harness bells, questioning the pause.
 Perhaps this place isn't on their usual route, or there is no farmhouse.
 The poet is attracted by the deep, dark silence of his surroundings.
 He feels compelled to move further into the snowy woods.
 Finally the poet realised that he had to perform many duties.
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I. Write your presentation as an articale.
b. Though attracted to the peace and quiet of the woods.

the poet decides to go on to the village. Express 
your opinion on why the poet does so. 

J. You can use the following words while expressing 
your opinion. Write a short speech in not more 
than 100 – 150 words.

My View… In my opinion… 
My belief… Speaking personally… 
 I am certain… I would say that… 
I presume… I have no doubt… 
I guess… From my point of view… 
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William Blake (1757-1827) was an English Poet. Painter and print 
maker. Blake is now considered a seminal figure in the history of English
poetry. He was born in London. He was a boldly imaginative rebel in both
his thought and his art. Some of his famour poems are "The Lamb" and
"The Tiger" 
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The poet was 
happy 

When he was angry 
with his enemy, he 

didn’t express 

Fear and Tear 
added the enmity 

He talked with his 
enemy with smiles 

A shining apple 
fruit was in the 

enmity treee 

It attracted the 
enemy 

One night, the 
enemy ate the 

apple 

Morning, he 
was seen dead 

The poet was 
angry with his 

friend. He 
expresse. It was 

gone. 
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The poem is about the anger of the poet. When the poet was angry with his friend, he shared it. His friend consoled 
him. So, his anger came to an end. At the same time, when he was angry with his enemy, he didn’t express. He allowed it 
to grow. There were many misunderstandings. Fear and Tear are the bad emotions. They added anger again and again. 
He hided his enmity by his smiles. He became cunning. Day and night, he grew the anger. One day, a bright apple fruit 
was seen in that poisonous enmity tree. It attracted his enemy. One night, he entered that garden and ate the fruit. In the 
morning, the enemy was found dead. The poet was happy.     

POEM ENGLISH EXPLANATION ghly; jkpo; tphpthf;fk; 
I was angry with my friend,  
I told my wrath, my wrath did end, 
I was angry with my foe: 
I told it not, my wrath did grow.  

ehd; vdJ ez;gDld; Nfhgkhf ,Ue;Njd; 

ehd; vdJ Nfhgj;ij mtdplk; nrhd;Ndd;> vdJ 
Nfhgk; jzpe;jJ ehd; vdJ vjphpaplk; Nfhgkhf 
,Ue;Njd; ,ij nrhy;ytpy;iy. mjdhy; vdJ Nfhgk; 
tsh;e;jJ 

And I water’d it in fears, 
Night and morning with my tears: 
And I sunned it with smiles, 
And with soft deceitful wiles. 

vdJ gaj;ij jz;zPuhf Cw;wp Nfhgkhf tsh;j;Njd; 

gfYk;> ,uTk; vdJ fz;zPiuAk; Nrh;j;J Cw;wpNdd; 

vdJ Gd;dif %yk; mij tsh;j;Njd; NkYk; gy 
Vkhw;Wk; je;jpuj;jpdhYk; 

And it grew both day and night, 
Till it bore an apple bright. 
And my foe beheld it shine, 
And he knew that it was mine. 

mJ ,uTk; gfYk; tsh;e;jJ 

mjpy; xU mofhd Mg;gps; gok; fpilf;Fk;tiu 

vdJ vjphp mtd; Kd;Nd VNjh gpufhrkhf ,Ug;gijf; 
fz;lhd; NkYk; mJ vd;Dila gok; vd;gJ mtDf;F 
njhpAk; 

And into my garden stole. 
When the night  had veiled the pole: 
In the morning glad I see, 
My foe outstretched beneath the tree 

vd;Dila Njhl;lj;jpy; te;J jpUbdhd; 

me;j ,utpy; midj;Jk; kiwe;jpUf;Fk; Ntisapy;> 

fhiyapy; ehd; mijf; fz;L kfpo;r;rp mile;Njd; 

vdJ vjphp kuj;jpd; mbapy; ,we;J fple;jhd; 

Word Meanign Word Meaning 
wrath (n.) -  anger foe (n.) -  enemy 
deceitful (adj.) -  cunning, treacherous wiles (n.) -  tricks 
veiled (v.) -  covered 

Refers Means 
I, my ,  mine the poet wrath - anger 
it anger foe -  enemy 
he enemy deceitful - cunning 

APPRICIATION OF THE POEM 
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wiles  -  tricks 
veiled - covered 
beheld - saw 

Poem lines Figure of Speech 
S-1 I was angry with my friend,  

I told my wrath, my wrath did end, 
I was angry with my foe: 
I told it not, my wrath did grow.  

1. Anaphora  - I was, I told, I was, I hold
2. Personification – Line – 2,4
3. Rhyming words : friend , end
4. Rhyming scheme: a,a,b,b  (all the stanzas)
Alliteration – was, with 

S-2 And I water'd it in fears, 
Night and morning with my tears: 
And I sunned it with smiles, 
And with soft deceitful wiles. 

1. Metaphor –  ….. from lines
2. Alliteration – with –wiles, sunned -smiles
3. Rhyming words – fears, tears, smiles, wiles
4. Rhyming scheme – a,a,b,b

S-3 And it grew both day and night, 
Till it bore an apple bright. 
And my foe beheld it shine, 
And he knew that it was mine. 

Rhyming words – night, bright, shine, mine – 
a,a,b,b 

S-4 And into my garden stole. 
When the night  had veiled the pole: 
In the morning glad I see, 
My foe outstretched beneath the tree 

1. Euphemison – Line 4 (out stretched)
2. Rhyming words – stole, pole, see, tree
3. Rhyming scheme – a,a,b,b

C. Answer the following questions in a sentence 
or two 

1. I was angry with my friend
I told my wrath ‘my wrath did end .

i) Who does ‘i’ refer to?
 ‘I’ refers to the poet. 

ii) How did the anger of the poet come to an
end? 
 The anger of the poet came to an end because 
he told his anger to his friend. 

iii) What do you mean by ‘wrath’?
Wrath means anger. 

2. And I watere’d it in fears
Night and morning with my tears;

i) What does ‘it’ refer to ?
‘It’ refers to his anger. 

ii) How did he grow anger?
He grew anger with his tears. 

iii) When did he grow anger?
He grew anger the whole day.

3. In the morning glad I see,
My foe outstretched beneath the tree .

i) How did the poet feel in the morning?
In the morning, the poet was happy. 

ii) Who is the ‘foe’ referred to here?
The ‘foe’ referred to here is enemy. 

iii) Why was the ‘foe’ found lying outstretched
beneath the tree?
The foe had eaten the apple of enmity and
found dead.

4. And it grew both day and night,
Till it bore an apple bright

i) Who does ‘it’ refer to?
‘It’ refers to enmity. 

ii) What does ‘apple’ signify?
 ‘Apple’ signifies the result of enmity. 

iii) What grew both day and night?
The enmity grew day and night.

G. Read the following lines from the poem and 
answer the questions that follow. 
 I was angry with my friend; 
 I told my wrath, my wrath did end. 
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 I was angry with my foe 
 I told it not, my wrath did grow. 

i) Pick out the rhyming words.
Ans: 1) friend – end 2) foe – grow 
ii) What is the rhyme scheme of the stanza?

Ans : aabb 
iii) Identify the figure of speech in the title of the

poem.    Ans: Metaphor
2. And I watered it in fears

Night and morning with my tears;
iv) What figure of speech is used in 'watered it

in fears?   Ans: Metaphor

1. I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

a. Who is referred as ‘foe’?
The friend of the poet is referred as foe. 

b. Whose wrath is growing?
The poet’s wrath is growing. 

2. And I sunned it with smiles,
And with soft deceitful wiles.

a. What is sunned with soft deceitful wiles?
The angry of the poet is sunned with soft 
deceitful wiles. 

b. Who smiles at whom?
The poet smiles at his friend who is the 
indirect enemy to the poet. 

3. And he knew that it was mine.
a. Whom does ‘he’ refer to?

‘He’ refers to the friend (enemy) of the poet. 
b. What is ‘it’ referred to?

‘It’ is referred to the apple. 
4. And into my garden stole,

When the night had veiled the pole;
a. Whose garden is that?

That is poet’s garden. 
b. What is referred to the pole?

The pole is referred to the edge of the earth. 
5. Till it bore an apple bright.
a. Which is bright?

The apple is bright. 
b. What is referred to an apple?

An apple is referred to the fruit of ripen 
angry.

F – i) How did the poet’s anger with his friend end? 
The poet was in angry with his friend. There was a small problem. The poet expressed his anger with him. 
He used harsh words. The friend might be wounded. But he consoled the poet. He explained his side. The 
poet understood the situation. The problem was solved. Thus the poet’s anger with his friend came to an 
end.  

2. Descreibe how his anger kept growing.
The poet was in angry with his enemy.  It was a small problem. It was due to misunderstanding. But, the 
poet didn’t express his anger towards the enemy. He grew the anger with fear. Day and night, he was 
thinking about his enemy. He shed tears. He became so cunning. He cheated his enemy by smiling at him. 
He didn’t show any enmity towards him. Thus, his anger kept growing. 

3. Describe the effect of the poisonous fruit on the ‘enemy’
The enmity between the poet and his enemy kept on growing. It became a big tree. The fruit of enmity was 
raised. It was a shining apple tree. The enemy knew that it was his fruit. It attracted him. One night the 
enemy came to the garden. He ate the fruit. In the morning, he was found dead. The poet was hapy. 



Teachers and students will be provided with the latest notes based on the reduced syllabus for the year 2020-2021 
This Material Only for Sample Total Pages 420 

- PENGUIN 56  IX - ENGLISH 

penguinpub.2014@gmail.com   www.penguinbooks.in 
For orders contact : 89256 12359 - 86430 07972 To order on the internet :  

https://penguinbooks.in/product/9th-penguin-english/ 

'A Poison Tree', one of the most famous poems by William Blake (1757 – 1827), was first published 
in 1794 volume Songs of Experience. The speaker of the poem expressed his anger with his friend. He 
simply told his friend that he was annoyed. He didn't inform his grievance to this foe. So the anger grew. 
He 'watered' it with fear and dislike; false 'smiles' acted like sunlight to grow. An apple sprouts from this 
poison tree of anger. The foe stole it from the speaker's garden one night and ate the apple. The speaker 
finds his enemy the next morning lying dead under the tree, having eaten the poisoned fruit.  

D. Complete the summary by filling in  the   given 
spaces with suitable words. 
Once the poet was angry with his friend. He 

expressed his (i) enmity and it ended. They became 
friendly but when he grew angry with his foe, he (ii) 
comealed it and allowed his anger to grow. Day and 
night he watered it with his tears allowing it to grow. He 
(iii) exposed his foe with false smiles and cunning 
tricks. The tree kept growing and yielded a bright apple 

which (iv) attracted his foe to eating it stealthily during 
the night. The next morning the poet was happy to see 
his foe lying (v) dead under the tree. 

H. Listen to your teacher reading out the tips on 
anger management. (The script can be either 
read out by the teacher or student, or recorded 
and played more than once as required). Listen 
and match the sentence parts by drawing a line. 
1 Meditation is definitely a 

great technique….. 
c. to calm your
inner self. 

Poem :  A POISON TREE 
Poet :  WILLIAM BLAKE 
Theme :  Anger 

Poem :  A POISON TREE 
Poet :  WILLIAM BLAKE 
Theme :  Anger  

AVERAGE STUDENTS 

SLOW LEARNERS

 A Poison Tree' is the famous poem of William Blake (1757 – 1827)
 The poet was angry on his friend.
 He waters it with fear and dislikes.
 His smiles are as sunlight
 One day the poison apple is ripen.
 His friend steals and eats.
 He finds his friend dead under the tree.
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2 There is a person living 
inside you 

e. who always
tells you how 
to act. 

3 Getting angry is natural 
but….. 

b. to know how
to handle it is a 
virtue. 

4 Anger is something that 
releases the tension…. 

a. Who will
take care of the 
reason why 
you got angry? 

5 Close your eyes and…. d. speak to
your self and 
calm yourself. 

I. Answer the following in about 80-100 words. Take 
ideas from the poem and also use your own ideas. 
1. Recall a recent situation when you became angry.

What were the consequences of your anger? After 
listening to the guidelines on anger management, 
find out how well you could have handled the 
situation. Write your findings. 

2. What might have caused the conflict which led to the
poet becoming angry with his enemy? Think of one 
such situation that you have experienced. Describe 
how you felt and how the enmity grew and things 
became worse. 

J. Discuss and Write. 
a. Identify five to six qualities which make an ordinary

person, loved and respected by all. Work in groups 
of five or six. Each group has to take up one quality 
and discuss the methods for imbibing that quality 
and identify the challenges that need to be faced. 

b. Recall an incident when you were angry with
someone. How did you feel then? How did you 
overcome it? 

c. Adolescents are often distracted by feelings like
anger, disappointment and general helplessness 
when they face challenges at school or at home. 
Suggest way to turn such feelings into positive 
ones. 
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FAITAFUL DOG JEALOUS 

PARADE LOYAL

SAINT 

PRAYER DREAM TREE FELL DOWN 

MORAL 
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There was an old 
couple. They had a 

dog. 

The dog found a 
treasure. They 
became rich 

Next to them, A 
greedy couple 
lived. The dog 

showed the waste 
land to them 

They killed the dog 
an buried under 

pinetree. 

Dog appeared in the 
dream. Use the ash on 

the withered tree 

The dog appeared in 
the dream of the 

owner. Asked him to 
make mortar out of 

pinetree 

Used mortar in 
farming. Rice 

changed into riches. 

Greedy couple 
bought the mortar. 
Their rice changed 

into waste. 

They burnt the 
mortar. 

The man showed his power to the prince. He 
rewarded him. The greedy man was beaten while 

he used ash. 

The greedy felt sorry 
for their mistakes. 
Then, they led a 

virtuous life. 
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There was an old couple. They had a pet dog. One day, when they were working, the dog began to bark. They dug 
the ground and found the treasure. They shared with the poor people. They bought many fields and became rich. There 
was a greedy couple. Oneday, they borrowed the dog from them. They compelled the dog to show them the treasure. But, 
the dog showed them a dirty ground. They were upset and killed the dog. It was buried under the pine tree. When the 
owner of the dog came to know about his death, he went there. He kept some food and decorated that place with flowers. 
He cried a lot. In his dream, the dog came and told him to make a mortar out of the pine tree wood where it was buried. 
They used the mortar in farming. Every rice had turned into a rich treasure. Immediately, the greedy couple borrowed  
the mortar and used in their farm. The rice had changed into a waste. So, they burnt the mortar. Again the dog appeared 
in the owner’s dream and informed him to use his ash on the withered tree. Then, it would grow again. The owner 
begged the neighbour to give the ashes. He went all over the country and helped the people with the ashes. He showed 
his power to a prince. He rewarded him. On hearing this, the greedy man went to the castle with the remaining ash. 
When he scattered the ash, it fell into the prince’s eyes and mouth. The soldiers thrashed him. He was crawled to his 
home. The good couple called them. The greedy couple felt sorry for what they had done. The good people gave some 
share of their wealth. Then, they led a virtuous life 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH 
EXPLANATION 

Jizg;ghlk; jkpo; tphpthf;fk; 

In the old, old days, there lived an honest man with his 
wife, who had a pet dog, which they used to feed with 
fish and tit-bit from their own kitchen. One day, as the 
old folks went out to work in their garden, the dog 
went with them, and began playing about. All of a 
student, the dog stopped short, and began to bark, 
“Bow, wow, wow!” wagging his tall violently. 

xU goq;fhyj;jpy;> Neu;ikahd xUtu; jdJ 
kidtpAld; tho;e;J tUfpwhu;. mtu;fSf;F 
nry;yg;gpuhzp xU ehAk; ,Ue;jJ. mjw;F kPDk;> 
mLg;gq;fiuapy; cs;s kpr;rj;ijAk; Nghl;L 
tsu;j;jdu;. xUehs;> me;j tajhd jk;gjpau;fs; 
Njhl;lj;jpy; Ntiy ghu;f;f nrd;w nghOJ> ehAk; 
nrd;W mq;Nf tpisahbaJ. jPbnud> eha; xU 
,lj;ijg; ghu;j;J> ‘tht; tht; tht;” vd jdJ thiy 
kpfTk; Ntfkhf Ml;baJ. 

The old people thought that there must be something 
nice to eat under the ground, so they brought a spade 
and began digging, when lo and behold! The place was 
full of gold pieces and silver, and all sorts of precious 
things, which had been buried there. So, they gathered 
the treasure and after giving alms to the poor, bought 
themselves rich –fields and corn – fields, and became 
wealth people. 

me;j tajhd jk;gjpapdu; kz;Zf;fbapy; VNjh 
rhg;gpLk; nghUs; ,Uf;fpwJ vd epidj;J 
kz;ntl;bahy; Njhz;l Muk;gpj;jdu;. me;j ,lj;jpy; 
jq;fKk;> nts;spAk;> tpiy cau;e;j nghUs;fSk; 
Gijf;fg;gl;bUe;jd. mtu;fs; me;j Gijaiy 
ViofSf;F nfhQ;rk; nfhLj;jdu;. gpd;du;> 
jq;fSf;fhd ney; taYk;> kf;fhr;Nrhsk; taYk; 
thq;fpdu;. ,t;thW gzf;fhuu;fshf khwpdu;. 

Now, in the neighbouring house there dwelt a covetous 
and stingy old couple, who when they heard what had 
happened, came and borrowed the dog and having 
taken him home, prepared a great feast for him, and 
said – “If you please, Mr. Dog, we should be much 
obliged to you if you would show us a place with 

,g;nghOJ mtu;fs; tPL mUfpy; NguhirAk;> 
fQ;rKkhd xU tajhd jk;gjpapdu; ,Ue;jdu;. ele;j 
rk;gtj;ij Nfs;tpg;gl;l mtu;fs;> xU ehs; me;j 
ehia mioj;J xU ngupa tpUe;J nfhLj;jdu;. 
‘kjpg;gpw;Fhpa eha; mtu;fNs> jaTnra;J vq;fSf;F 
mjpfkhd gzk; cs;s ,lj;ij fhz;gpf;fTk;. 
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plenty of money in it.” 
The dog, however, who up to that time had received 
nothing but cuffs and kicks from his hosts, would not 
eat any of the dainties which they set before him; so, 
the old people began to get cross, and, putting a rope 
around the dog’s neck, led him out into the garden.  
But it was all in vain; he let them lead him where they 
might, not a sound would the dog utter.  He had not 
“bow-wow” for them. At last, however, the dog 
stopped at a certain spot, and began to sniff. So, 
thinking that this must surely be the lucky place, they 
dug, and found nothing but a quantity of dirt and nasty 
offal, over which they had to hold their noses. Furious 
at being disappointed, the wicked old couple seized the 
dog, and killed him. 

me;jehs;tiu> eha;f;F mbAk;> kpjpAk; nfhLj;j 
gf;fj;Jf;F tPl;Lf;fhuu;fs;> ,g;nghOJ itj;Js;s 
Ritahd czTfis ,Jtiu nfhLj;jJ ,y;iy. 
eha; midj;ijAk; rhg;gpl kWj;jJ. mjw;F fOj;jpy; 
xU faiug; Nghl;L Njhl;lj;jpw;F $l;br; nrd;wdu;. 
Mdhy;> mJ tPzhfpg; NghdJ. eha; xU rpd;d rj;jk; 
$l Nghltpy;iy. filrpahf> xU ,lj;jpy; eha; 
Nkhg;gk; vLj;jJ. mijNa> mjp\;lkhd ,lk; vdf; 
fUjp> Njhz;l Muk;gpj;jdu;. mq;Nf Fg;igAk;> 
mOf;FfSk; te;jd. %f;if nghj;jpf;nfhz;ldu; 
me;j Nkhrkhd tajhd jk;gjpau;. Vkhw;wk; 
mile;jjhy;> me;j ehiaf; nfhd;wdu;. 

When the good old man saw that the dog, whom he 
had lent, did not come home, he went next door to ask 
what had become of him; and the wicked old man 
answered that he had killed the dog and buried him at 
the root of a pine-tree; so the good old fellow, with a 
heavy heart, went to the spot, and having set out a tray 
with delicate food, he burnt incense, and adorned the 
grave with flowers, as he shed tears over his lost pet. 

ehapd; cupikahsuhd ey;y tajhd kdpju;> jdJ 
eha; tPl;Lf;F tuhjjhy;> gf;fj;Jf;F tPl;L;fhuuplk; 
Nfl;fpwhu;. me;j NkhrkhdtNuh> ehiaf; nfhd;w 
igd; kuj;jpy; Ntupy; Gijj;J tpl;ljhf $Wfpwhu;. 
mijf;Nfl;L> kdk; cile;j mtu;> me;j ,lj;jpw;F 
nrd;whu;. xU jl;L epiwa Ritahd czit 
itj;jhu;. xU fy;yiwia mikj;J> mOJnfhz;Nl 
gj;jpia nghUj;jp> G+f;fis itj;J moF gLj;jpdhu;. 

That night, when the good old man was fast asleep in 
bed, the dog appeared to him, and, after thanking him 
for all his kindness, said “Cause the pine-tree, under 
which, I am buried, to be cut down and made into a 
mortar, and use it, thinking of it as if it were myself.” 
The old man did as the dog had told him to do, and 
made a mortar out of the wood of the pine-tree; but 
when he ground his rice in it, each grain of rice turned 
into some rich treasure. When the wicked old couple 
saw this, they came to borrow the mortar; but no 
sooner did they try to use it, all their rice turned into 
filth; so, in a fit of rage, they broke the mortar and 
burnt it.  But the good old man, little suspecting that 
his precious mortar had been broken and burnt, 
wondered why his neighbours did not bring it back to 
him. 

me;j ,uT> ey;y Kjpath; cwf;fj;jpy; ,we;J Nghd 
eha; Njhd;wpaJ. mthpd; fUizf;F ed;wp $wpaJ. 
gpd; jhd; vq;F Gijf;fg;gl;NlNdh me;j igd; kuj;ij 
ntl;b cuy; xd;iw nra;J gad;gLj;Jq;fs;. mij 
ehd; (eha;) vd;Nw fUJq;fs; vd;W $wpaJ 

tajhd kdpju; eha; nrhy;ypab nra;jhu;. me;j muit 
,ae;jpuj;jpy; Nghl;l xt;nthU ney;Yk;> tpiyAau;e;j 
nghUshf khwpaJ. Nkhrkhd jk;gjpfs; ,ijg;ghu;j;J> 
me;j muit ,ae;jpuj;ij Nfl;ldu;. mtu;fs; 
gad;gLj;jpa NghJ> xt;nthU ney;Yk; Fg;igahf 
khwpaJ. Mifahy;> Nfhgg;gl;L mij cilj;J 
vupj;jdu;. Mdhy;> me;j ey;y kdpju; jdJ 
,ae;jpuj;ij cilj;J vupj;jpUg;ghu;fNsh> vd 
re;Njfg;gl;L> gf;fj;J tPl;Lf;fhuuplk; Nfl;fpwhu;. 

One night the dog appeared to him again in a dream, 
and told him what had happened, adding that if he 
would take the ashes of the burnt mortar and sprinkle 
them on withered trees, the trees would revive, and 
suddenly put out flowers. After saying this the dream 
vanished, and the old man, who heard for the first time 

xU ehs; ,uT> kWgbAk; eha; fdtpy; Njhd;wpaJ. 
mtuplk; vd;d ele;jJ vdf; $wp> me;j ,ae;jpuj;jij 
vupj;j rhk;giy gl;Lg;Nghd kuj;jpy; J}tpdhy;> 
kPz;Lk; Kisj;J G+f;fs; G+f;Fk; vd;fpwJ. fdtpy; eha; 
kiwe;jJ. tajhdtu; mOfpwhu;. gpd;du; gf;fj;J 
tPl;Lf;fhuuplk; Xbr; nrd;W me;j muit 
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of the loss of his mortar, ran out weeping to the 
neighbour’s house, and begged them, at any rate, to 
give him back the ashes of his treasure. 
Having obtained it, he returned home, and made a trial 
of their virtues upon a withered cherry tree, which, 
upon being touched by the ashes, immediately began 
to sprout and blossom. When he saw this wonderful 
effect, he put the ashes into a basket, and went about 
the country, announcing himself as an old man who 
had the power of bringing dead trees to life again. 

,ae;jpuj;jpd; rhk;giy jaTnra;J jUkhW Nfl;fpwhu;. 

mij thq;fpaTld; jdJ tPl;Lf;F nrd;W eha; je;j 
tuj;ij Nrhjid nra;fpwhu;. cjpu;e;J Nghd nru;up 
kuj;jpy; J}tpaTld; clNd jspu; tpl;L G+f;f 
Muk;gpj;jJ. ,e;j mw;Gjj;ij ghu;j;jTld; me;j 
rhk;giy xU $ilapy; Nghl;L jd;dplk; ,we;j 
nrbfis kPz;Lk; capu; ngwf;$ba mw;Gj rf;jp 
cs;sJ vd;W ehL KOtJk; $wpdhu;. 

A certain prince, hearing of this, and thinking it a 
mighty strange thin, sent for the old fellow, who 
showed his power by causing all the withered plum 
and cherry trees to shoot out and put forth flowers. So, 
the prince gave him a rich reward of pieces of silk and 
cloth and other presents, and sent him home rejoicing. 

,ij Nfs;tpg;gl;l xU ehl;bd; ,sturd; ,tiu 
mioj;J fha;e;JNghd gpsk; kw;Wk; nru;up nrbapd; 
Nky; J}tp capu; nfhLf;f nrhd;dhu;. mt;thNu 
ele;jJ. mjdhy; me;j ,sturu; mtUf;F gl;L 
JzpAk; tpiyAau;e;j gupRfSk; nfhLj;J kfpo;r;rpahf 
mDg;gpdhu;. 

As soon as the neighbours heard of this they collected 
all the ashes that remained, and having put them in a 
basket, the wicked old man went out into the castle 
town, and gave out that he was the old man who had 
the power of reviving dead trees, and causing them to 
flower. He had not to wait long before he was called 
into the prince’s palace, and ordered to exhibit his 
power. 

clNd me;j gf;fj;J tPl;Lf;fhuu; te;J kPjKs;s 
rhk;giy thq;fp $ilapy; Nghl;L gf;fj;J 
muz;kidf;F nrd;W jd;dplk; ,we;j nrbfis 
G+f;f itf;Fk; rf;jp cs;sJ vd;whu;. mtUf;F clNd 
me;j rf;jpia fhl;l Ntz;Lk; vd;w Mty; cs;sJ 
vd;whu;. 

But when he climbed up into a withered tree, and 
began to scatter the ashes, not a bud or flower 
appeared; but the ashes all flew into the prince’s eyes 
and mouth, blinding and choking him. When the 
prince’s retainers saw this, they seized the old man, 
and beat him almost to death, so that he crawled off 
home in a very sorry plight. When he and his wife 
found out what a trap they had fallen into, they scolded 
themselves. 
The good old man and woman, as soon as they heard 
of their neighbours’ distress, sent for them, and, after 
reproving them for their greed and cruelty, gave them 
a share of their own riches, which, by repeated strokes 
of luck, had now increased to a goodly sum. So, the 
wicked old people mended their ways, and led good 
and virtuous lives ever after. 

Mdhy;> mtu; xU fha;e;j kuj;jpy; Vwp rhk;giy J}tpa 
NghJ> nkhl;Lk; tutpy;iy> G+Tk; tutpy;iy. 
mjw;Fg;gjpy;> me;j rhk;gy;> ,sturdpd; fz; kw;Wk; 
thapy; nrd;W %r;R jpzw itj;jJ. ,sturupd; 
ghJfhtyu;fs; me;j tajhdtiu gpbj;J rhFk; tiu 
mbj;J> tPl;L jto;e;J nry;Yk;gb tpl;ldu;. mtUk;> 
mtuJ kidtpAk;> jhq;fs; nra;j jtiw epidj;J 
jpl;bdhu;fs;. 

ey;y tajhd jk;gjpau;fs;> jq;fsJ gf;fj;J 
tPl;Lf;fhuupd; Jauj;ij Nfs;tpg;gl;L> mtu;fis 
mioj;J> mtu;fspd; NguhirAk;> nfh^ukhd 
jd;ikAk; fz;bj;jdu;. jq;fSf;F mLj;jLj;J te;j 
mjp\;lj;jhy;> fpilj;j gzj;ij mtu;fSf;Fk; 
nfhQ;rk; nfhLj;jdu;. me;j Nkhrkhd tajhd 
jk;gjpdu;> jq;fs; jtiw jpUj;jp> ey;y xU tho;f;if 
tho Muk;gpj;jdu;. 
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Word Meaning Word Meaning 
tit-bit(n.) -  a small piece of tasty food wagged(n.) -  move or cause to move rapidly 

to and fro 
covetous(adj.) -  having or showing a great desire to 

possess something belonging to 
someone else 

withered(v.) -  become dry and shriveled 

obliged(v.) -  make (someone) legally or morally 
bound to do something 

Character Key words 
Old couple  Has a pet dog.

 Gets a box of gold pieces and silver.
 Has envious neighbour.
 Dog helps them in all the ways.
 Second time they get gold out of rice in mortal.
 When they sprinkle the ash of mortal the cherry trees are bloomed.
 Prince rewards them.
 As they do have jealous they give a little bit of gold to the envious neighbour.

Neighbour  Next to old couple.
 Always has jealous on the old couple.
 Borrows the dog for wealth and kills it.
 Second time borrows the mortal but they get wither out of rice. So they burned

the mortal.
 Takes the ashes and sprinkles on the trees but the ash has fallen in the eyes of

prince. So they get punishment.
 Accepts the wealth given by their old neighbour.

Pet dog  Kind enough to the old couple
 Finds a box of treasure under the earth.
 When it goes to the neighbour's house it shdows bones. So it was killed
 After the death also it is kind enough to its owner
 Comes in the dream and asks them to make a mortal from the pine tree.
 Because it is buried there.
 In the second time it comes in the dream and says to sprinkle the ashes on the

withered cherry trees.

Prince  Comes in the end of the story.
 Happy on seeing the bloomed trees.
 Honours the old couple for their deed.
 Punish the envious people for their ill doing.

Characters and their Hints 
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1. In the old, old days, there lived an honest man with his wife, who had a pet dog which they used to feed with fish and
tit-bit from their own kitchen.  Oneday, as the old folks went out to work in their garden, the dog went with them. 
All of a sudden, the dog stopped short and began to bark, “Bow, wow,wow”, wagging his tail violently.  
The old people thought that there must be something nice to eat under the ground, so they brought a spade and began 
digging, when lo and behold! The place was full of gold pieces and silver and all sorts of precious things, which had 
been buried there. So, they gathered the treasure and after giving alms to the poor, bought themselves rice-fields and 
corn-fields and became wealthy people. 

Questions Answers 
a) What did the old man has? a) The old man had a dog.
b) Where did the old man go? b) The old man went to the garden.
c) What did the dog do? c) The dog wagged his tail violently.
d) What did they find? d) They found a treasure.
e) What did they buy with it? e) They bought rice-fields and corn-fields.

2. When the good old man saw that the dog, whom he had lent, did not come home, he went next door to ask what had
become of him; and the wicked old man answered that he had killed the dog and buried him at the root of the pine-
tree; so the good old fellow with a heavy heart, went to the spot, and having set out a tray with delicate food, he 
burnt incense and adorned the grave with flowers as he shed tears over his lost pet. 
That night when the good old man fast asleep in bed, the appeared to him and after thanking him for all his kindness 
said “ dig the pine-tree, under which I am buried to be cut down and made into a mortar and use it, thinking of it as if 
it were myself”   

Questions Answers 
a) What did not come home? a) The dog did not come home.
b) What happened to the dog? b) The dog was killed by the envious neighbour.
c) How did he adorn the tree? c) He adorned the tree with delicate food, incense and

flowers. 
d) What did appear in the old man’s dream? d) The dog appeared in his dream.
e) What should be made of pine tree? e) A mortar should be made of pine tree.

3. One night, the dog appeared to him again in a dream and told him what had happened, adding that if he would take the
ashes of the burnt mortar and sprinkle them on withered trees, the trees would revive and suddenly put out of 
flowers. After saying this the dream vanished, and the old man who heard for the first time of the loss of his mortar, 
ran out weeping to the neighbour’s house and begged them, at any rate, to give him back the ashes of his treasure. 
Having obtained it, he returned home, and made a trial of their virtues upon a withered cherry tree, which upon being 
touched by the ashes, immediately began to sprout and blossom. When he saw this wonderful effect, he put the ashes 
into a basket and went about the country, announcing himself as an old man who had the power of bringing dead 
trees to life again. 

Questions Answers 
a) What did appear in the dream? a) The dog appeared in the dream.
b) What did the old man loss? b) The old man lost his mortar.
c) What did the neighbour give? c) The neighbour gave the ashes.
d) Where did the old man do his trial? d) The old man did his trial on the cherry tree.
e) What was the power of the old man? e) The power of the old man was to bring life to the dead

tree. 

READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
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1. The old farmer was a kind person. Justify the statement with suitable examples from the story.
  The old farmer was a kind person. He lived with his wife. They had a pet dog. One day, the dog found 

the treasure. They shared with the poor people. Next to them, was a greedy couple. Oneday, they borrowed the 
dog from them. They compelled him to show them the treasure. But, the dog showed them a dirty ground. 
They got upset and killed the dog. After that incident also, the neighbours did many harms. But, the good old 
couple didn’t care about that and helped them even after that. 
2. How did the dog help the farmer even after its death? How did it help him next?

After the death of the dog, it appeared in his owner’s dream. It informed him to make a mortar out of pine 
tree. They made and used for agriculture. Every rice had changed into richness. The envious neighbour 
borrowed the mortar and burnt. Again, the dog appeared in his dream and advised him to use the ashes on the 
withered plants. Then, it would grow again. The old man showed his power to the prince. He was rewarded. 
Thus, the dog helped him even after his death. 
3. Why did the prince reward the farmer. but punish the neighbour for the same act?

Again, the dog appeared in the owner’s dream and informed him to use his ashes on the withered tree. 
Then, it would grow again. The owner begged the neighbour to give the ashes. He went all over the country 
and helped the people with the ash. He showed his power to a prince. He rewarded him. On hearing this, the 
greedy man went to the castle with the remaining ashes. When he scattered the ash, it fell into the prince’s 
eyes and mouth. The soldiers hit him.  
4. Bring out the difference between the two neighbours with suitable examples to support your view

i. The old man was kind to the dog -  The neighbour beat the dog
ii. The dog showed them treasure -  The dog was killed by them
iii. The old man cried -  The mortar was burnt 
iv. The prince rewarded him -  The prince punished him 

The old farmer was a kind person, he had a pet dog. One day they went out the with their dog. It 
stopped suddenly and started barking. The old people found the place full of gold and silver pieces. 
The covetous neighbours attempt to become rich was in vain. So he killed the dog and burnt the 
mortar. The ashes of the mortar had a power of reviving the dead trees. On seeing, this the prince 
rewarded the old farmer and punished the covetous neighbour for his lies. Now the old farmer, in 
spite of knowing the evil nature of the neighbour treated them kindly and gave them a share of his 
riches. The evil neighbour mended their ways. 

Topic :  The Envious Neighbour 
Genre :  Japanese Fable 
Theme :  Don’t be jealous of others 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 
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A. Fill in the blanks with the new words from   the glossary and use the words only once. 
1. On seeing the old man, the dog wagged  the tail.
2. The neighbor was a covetous cruel and superstitious man.
3. Grass had withred in the fields.
4. Doctors are obliged to take certain precautions.
5. When you are out with your puppy always have a tit-bit in your pocket.

SLOW LEARNERS 

Topic :  The Envious Neighbour 
Genre :  Japanese Fable 
Theme :  don’t be jealous of others 

 An old couple found a box of gold with the help of their dog.
 The neighbor got envy on them and borrowed the dog.
 They killed the dog for showing bones.
 The old man buried under a pine tree.
 By the dog's words in dream he made a mortar; it turned the rice in gold.
 The envious neighbor burnt the mortar.
 The old couple sprinkled the ashes on the withered trees and made it bloom.
 The prince honoured them with gold.
 The neighbor was punished for sprinkling the ash into prince's eyes.
 The old couple gave some gold to the neighbour.
 The old envious people mended their ways.

kind person - fUizahdth;; barking - Fiuj;jy;; covetous neighbor - Nguhir nfhz;l mz;il 

tPl;lhh;; burnt the mortar - cyf;ifia vhpj;jdh;; ashes - rhk;gy;; reviving - Gj;Japh; ngWjy;; prince - 
,sturh;; rewarded - ghprspj;jhh;; mended - rPh; nra;J 
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Isaac Asimov, born on January 2nd, 1920 was an American writer and 
professor of Biochemistry at Boston University. He was known for his 
work of science fiction and "popular science'. Asimov was a prolific 
writer and edited more than 500 books, an estimated 90,000 letters and 
postcards. Asimov wrote "Hard Science Fiction' along with Robert A. 
Heinlein and Arthur C. Clarke. He was considered one of the best 
science fiction writers during his lifetime. 

CULTIVATING THE 
HABIT OF READING 

A CLASSROOM 
SITUATION 

FUTURE 

CLASSROOM IN 2157 ROBOT ADVANCED ROBOT 
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Margie and 
Tommy were 

friends 

Margie 
classroom Next 
to her bedroom 

In the year 
2157, they saw 
a printed book 

Margie hated her 
school teacher. It 
conducted tests 

often and corrected 
in no time 

Hundreds of years ago, 
the teacher-human 

being school-Building 
Discuss-Homework 

Except 
Saturday & 

Sunday-classes 
conducted 

Ancient 
school-

Happiest life 
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Margie was eleven. Tommy was thirteen. They were friends. In the year 2157, they happened to see a printed book. 
It was about school. Margie hated school. In her school, she had a mechanical teacher. It used to conduct tests often. 
When she could not study geography well, the Country Inspector was called to check. She wished that there was no more 
mechanical teacher. But it was brought back. Margie hated the slot where she had to put homework and test papers. It 
was corrected by her teacher in no time. Tommy began to say about the school in the past. Hundreds of years ago, the 
teacher was a human being. The school was a big building, where the students went and studied. It was funny for Margie 
to read about that. Next, she was called by her mother to the school room. It was next to her bedroom. Margie entered. 
The mechanical teacher began to teach arithmetic. Margie was reminded of the school in the past. At that time, the 
students could have enjoyed together in the ground. They might have discussed their homework and helped each other. It 
might be a great fun. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH 
EXPLANATION 

Jizg;ghlk; jkpo; tphpthf;fk; 

Now, share your views about the changes that you 
and your classmates expectin your school and 
classroom in about 20-50 years. 

,g;nghOJ> cq;fs; tFg;G Njhoh;fSk; ePq;fSk; ,d;Dk; 
20-50 Mz;Lfspy; tFg;giwapy; epfOk; vd 
vjph;ghh;f;Fk; khw;wq;fisg; gw;wpa cq;fs; fUj;Jf;fs; 
gfph;e;J nfhs;Sq;fs;. 

Read the story to find out how a student like 
Margie studies in the year 2157. 

2157 Mk; Mz;by; khh;fp Nghd;w xU khzth; vt;thW 
fw;Wf;nfhs;fpwhh; vd;gij mwpa ,e;jf;fijia 
gbAq;fs;. 

Margie even wrote about it that night in her diary. 
On the page headed 17 May 2157, she wrote, 
“Today Tommy found a real book!” 

md;wpuNt khh;fp mijg;gw;wp jdJ ilhpapy; vOjpdhs;. 

2157> Nk-17 vd;w gf;fj;jpy; ‘lhkp xU cz;ikahd 

Gj;jfj;ij ,d;W fz;Lgpbj;jhd;’ vd;W vOjpdhs;. 

It was a very old book. Margie’s grandfather once 
said that when he was a little boy his grandfather 
told him that there was a time when all stories were 
printed on paper. 

mJ xU kpf goikahd Gj;jfk;. khh;fpapd; jhj;jh xU 
ehs; mtsplk; jdJ rpWtajpy; midj;J fijfSk; 
jhs;fspNy mr;rplg;gl;Nl ,Uf;Fk; vd;W $wpdhh;. 

They turned the pages, which were yellow and 
crinkly, and it was awfully funny to read words that 
stood still instead of moving the way they were 
supposed to - on a screen, you know. And then 
when turned back to the page before, it had the 
same words on it that it had when they read it the 
first time. 

jpiuapy; efh;e;J nfhz;Nl ,Uf;Fk; vOj;Jf;fis 
ghh;j;j mth;fSf;F> jhq;fs; njhl;Lj; jpUg;gpa 
kQ;rshd me;j frq;fpa fhfpjq;fspy; cs;s 
vOj;Jf;fs; efuhky; ,Ug;gij thrpg;gij Ntbf;ifahf 
,Ue;jJ. gbj;J Kbj;j gf;fj;ij kWgbAk; ghh;f;Fk; 
nghOJ mNj thh;j;ijfs; Kjypy; thrpj;jJ mg;gbNa 
,Ue;jJ 

“Gee!”, said Tommy, “What a waste. When you’re 
through with the book, you just throw it away, I 
guess. Our television screen must have had a 
million books on it and it’s good for plenty more. I 
wouldn’t throw it away.” 

‘[P’ - vd;d xU tPz;. ,e;j Gj;jfj;ijg; gbj;J Kbj;jJk; 
J}f;fp vwpe;J tplj;jhd; Ntz;Lk; vd fUJfpNwd;. 
Mdhy; ekJ njhiyf;fhl;rpg; ngl;bapy; kpy;ypad; 
fzf;fhd Gj;jfq;fs; Vuhskhf ,Uf;fpd;wJ. 
mitfis J}f;fp vwpaj; Njitapy;iy. 

“Same with mine,” said Margie. She was eleven ‘vdf;Fk; mg;gbNa Njhd;WfpwJ’ vd;W $wpdhs; khh;fp. 
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and hadn’t seen as many telebooks as Tommy had. 
He was thirteen. 

mtSf;F gjpndhU taJ> mts; lhkp ghh;j;j msTf;F 
kpd;D}y;fs; khh;fp ghh;j;jJ ,y;iy. lhkp -f;F taJ 
gjp%d;W. 

She said, “Where did you find it?” ‘,ij vq;Nf fz;Lgpbj;jha;?” vd;W Nfl;lhs;. 

“In my house”. He pointed without looking, 
because he was busy reading. “In the attic.” 

mtd; thrpg;gjpy; ftdk; nrYj;jpajhy;> epkph;e;J 
ghuhkNy irif nra;J fhl;bdhd;> ‘vdJ tPl;by;” 
‘guz; Nky;”. 

“What’s it about?” vijg; gw;wpaJ ,J? 

“School.” ‘gs;spf; $lk;’. 
Margie was scornful. “School ? What’s there to 
write about school? I hate school.” 

khh;fp ntWg;Gld; ‘];$y;’ vd;W Kfk; Rspj;jhs;. 
gs;spia gw;wp vOj vd;d ,Uf;fpwJ. ehd; 
gs;spf;$lj;ij ntWf;fpNwd;. 

Margie always hated school, but now she hated it 
more than ever. The mechanical teacher had been 
giving her test after test in geography and she had 
been doing worse and worse until her mother had 
shaken her head sorrowfully and sent for the 
country inspector.  
 He was a round little man with a red face and a 
whole box of tools with dials and wire. He smiled 
at Margie and gave her an apple, then took the 
teacher apart. Margie had hoped he wouldn't know 
how to put it together again, but he knew how all 
right, and, after an hour or so, there it was again, 
large and black and ugly, with a big screen on 
which all the lessons were shown and the questions 
were asked. That wasn't so bad. The part Margie 
hated most was the slot where she had to put 
homework and test papers. She always had to write 
them out in a punch code they made her learn when 
she was six years old, and the mechanical teacher 
calculated the marks in no time.   

khh;fp vg;nghOJk; gs;spia ntWg;ghs;. Mdhy; 
,g;nghOJ mjpfkhf ntWf;fpwhs;. mtsJ ,ae;jpu 
Mrphpah; mtSf;F epytpay; ghlj;jpy; mbf;fb ghPl;ir 
itj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jhs;. mtsJ mk;khNt Nrhfkhf 
ghPl;ir Ntz;lhk; vd;W nrhy;Yk; tiu 
nfhLikg;gLj;jpaJ.  gpd;dh;> mk;kh me;j Chpd; 
Nkw;ghh;itahsiu mioj;jhs;.  

mtUf;F rpte;j cUz;ikahd Kfk;. mtUila 
ngl;bapy; fUtpfSk;> fk;gpfSk; ,Ue;jd. mth; 
khh;f;fpiag; ghh;j;J> Gd;difj;J> xU Mg;gpisf; 
nfhLj;J> me;j ,ae;jpu Mrphpaiu mioj;jhh;. 
khh;f;fpapd; tpUg;gk;>mtUf;F mij rhpghh;j;J kPz;Lk; 
nfhLf;f njhpaf;$lhJ vd;gJjhd;.  Mdhy;> xU kzp 
Neuj;jpw;Fs;> mij rhp nra;J> vy;yh ghlq;fSk;> 
Nfs;tpfSk; tUk;gb fhl;bdhh;.  mJ Nkhrkhf 
njhpatpy;iy.  khh;fpntWf;Fk; xd;W vd;dntd;why;> 
tPl;Lg;ghlq;fSk;> ghPl;ir vOJtJk; MFk;. mij xU 
JisapLk; fUtpapy; vOj Ntz;LK;. ,ij> mtsJ 
Mwhk; tajpNy fw;Wf;nfhz;lhs;.  ,ae;jpu Mrphpah; 
,ij xU rpy epkplq;fspy; jpUj;jptpLths;. 

The inspector had smiled ofter he was finished and 
patted Margie’s head. He said to her mother, "It’s 
not the little girl’s fault, Mrs. Jones. I think the 
geography sector was geared a little too quickly. 
Those things happen sometimes. I’ve slowed it up 
to an average ten year level. Actually, the overall 
pattern of her progress is quite satisfactory.” And 
he patted Margie’s head again.  
 Margie was disappointed. She had been hoping 
they would take the teacher away altogether. They 
had once taken Tommy’s teacher away for nearly a 
month because the history sector had blanked out 
completely.  

,ae;jpu Nkw;ghh;itahsh;> jdJ Ntiy Kbe;jTld; 
khh;fpapd; jiyia jl;bdhh;.  'jpUkjp.N[hd;];> ,J 
rpWkpapd; jtW my;y. ,jpy; cs;s Gtpapy; gFjp 
Ntfkhf cs;sJ. ,J rpy Neuk; elf;Fk;.  ehd; mij 
ghh;j;J taJ Foe;ijf;Nfw;g khw;wp cs;Nsd;. mtsJ 
Kd;Ndw;wk; jpUg;jpfukhf cs;sJ. kWgbAk;> khh;fpapd; 
jiyia jl;bdhh;. 

khh;fp Vkhw;wk; mile;jhs;. mts;> ,ae;jpu Mrphpaiu 
J}f;fpf; nfhz;L Ngha;tpLthh;fs; vd;W epidj;jhs;. 
,jw;F Kd;dh;> lhkpapd; Mrphpaiu tuyhW gFjp 
fhypahdjhy;> xU khjk; nfhz;L nrd;wdh;. 

mjdhy;> mts; lhkpaplk;> 'gs;spiag; gw;wpnay;yhk; Vd; 
vOJfpwhh;fs;?" vd;W Nfl;fpwhh;fs;. 
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So she said to Tommy, “Why would anyone write 
about school?”  
Tommy looked at her with very superior eyes. 
“Because it’s not our kind of school, stupid. This is 
the old kind of school that they had hundreds and 
hundreds of years ago.” He added loftily 
pronouncing the word carefully, “Centuries ago.”  
Margie was hurt. “Well I don't know what kind of 
school they had all that time ago.” She read the 
book over his shoulder for a while, then said, 
“Anyway, they had a teacher.” 
“Sure they had a teacher, but it was not a regular 
teacher. It was a human.” 
“A human? How could a human be a teacher?” 
“Well, she told boys and girls things and gave them 
homework and asked them questions.” 

lhkp> mtis fh;tj;Jld; ghh;j;jhd;. 'Kl;lhs;> ,J ehk; 
gbf;fpd;w gs;spf;$lk; fpilahJ. gy E}W 
tUlq;fSf;F Kd; cs;s gs;sp MFk;" mtd; kWgbAk;> 
'E}w;whz;LfSf;F Kd;" vd;whd;. 

khh;fpapd; kdJ fhak; mile;jJ. 'vdf;F mth;fspd; 
gs;spf;$lk; vg;go ,Ue;jJ vd;W njhpahJ". jdJ 
Njhs; Nky; ,Ue;j Gj;jfj;ijg; ghh;j;J> 'vJ vg;gbNah> 
mth;fSf;Fk; Mrphpah; ,Ue;jhh;." 

Mkhk; mth;fSf;Fk; Mrphpah; ,Ue;jhh;. Mdhy;> ekJ 
Mrphpaiug; Nghy my;y. mth;fs; kdpjh;fs;". 

'kdpjdh? vt;thW xU kdpjd; Mrphpauhf Mf 
KbAk;?" 

'Mk;. mth;fSk; khzt khztpah;fSf;F tPl;Lg;ghlk; 
nfhLj;J> ghpl;irAk; itj;jhh;fs;." 

“A human isn’t smart enough.” 
“Sure one is.” 
 Margie wasn’t prepared to dispute that, She said, 
“I wouldn’t want a stranger in my house to teach 
me.”  
Tommy screamed with laughter. “You don’t know 
much, Margie. The teachers didn’t live in the 
house. They had a special building and all the kids 
went there.” 
“And all the kids learned the same thing?” 
“Sure, if they were the same age.” 
“But my mother says a teacher has to be adjusted to 
fit the mind of each boy and girl it teaches and that 
each kid has to be taught differently.” 
“Just the same they didn’t do it that way then. If 
you don’t like it, you don’t have to read the book.” 

'xU kdpjdhy; ,g;gb Gj;jprhypahf ,Uf;f KbAkh>" 

'Mk;" 

khh;fp> ,ijg;gw;wp tpthjpf;f jahuhf ,y;iy. 'cdf;F> 
,ij gw;wp mjpfkhf njhpahJ. Mrphpah;fs; tPl;by; 
thotpy;iy. 

mth;fSf;nfd;W jdp fl;blk; ,Ue;jJ. Foe;ijfs; 
mq;Nf nrd;W gbj;jdh;." 

vy;yh Foe;ijfSk; xNu ghlj;ij gbj;jhh;fsh?" 

'Mkhk;. XNu taJ khzth;fs; XNu ghlj;ij 
gbj;jhh;fs;"? 

'Mdhy; vdJ mk;kh xU Mrphpah; xt;nthU khzt 
khztpah;fSf;F Vw;g nrhy;ypf; nfhLf;f Ntz;Lk; 
vd;W nrhy;Yfpwhs;." 

me;j Kiwia gpd;gw;w Ntz;Lk;. cdf;F ,e;j 
Gj;jfj;ij gbf;f gpbf;ftpy;iynad;why;> gbf;fhNj." 

'vdf;F gpbf;ftpy;iy vd;W ehd; nrhy;ytpy;iy" 
vd;whs; khh;fp 

mtSf;F me;j Ntbf;ifahd gs;spiag; gw;wp gbf;f 
Mh;tk; ,Ue;jJ. 

“I didn’t say I didn’t like it, “Margie said quickly. 
She wanted to read about those funny schools. 
They weren’t even half finished when Margie’s 
mother called, "Margie! School!” 
Margie looked up. “No yet, Mamma.” 
“Now!” said Mrs. Jones, “And it’s probably time 
for Tommy, too.” Margie said to Tommy, “Can I 
read the book some more with you after school?” 
“Maybe,” he said nonchalantly. He walked away 
whistling, the dusty old book tucked beneath his 
arm.  

mth;fs; ghjpg; Gj;jfj;ijf; $l gbj;J Kbf;ftpy;iy. 
mjw;Fs;> mtsJ mk;kh> 'khh;fp‚ gs;spf;$lk; ‚" vd;W 
$g;gpl;lhs;. 

khh;fp> ',d;Dk; Neuk; Mftpy;iy mk;kh" vd;whs;. 

jpUkjp N[hd;];>" ,J lhkpf;Fk; gs;sp nry;Yk; Neuk;" 
vd;whs;. 

khh;fp> lhkpaplk;> 'gs;sp Neuk; Kbe;jTld; ehd; ,e;j 
Gj;jfj;ij gbf;fyhkh?" vd;whs;. 

'gbf;fyhk;" vd;W ,ay;ghf $wpdhd;. me;j gioa 
Gj;jfj;ij ifapy; itj;Jf; nfhz;L> tprpy; mbj;jgbNa 
nrd;whd;. 
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Margie went into the schoolroom. It was right next 
to her bedroom, and the mechanical teacher was on 
and waiting for her. It was always on at the same 
time every day except Saturday and Sunday, 
because her mother said little girls learned better if 
they learned at regular hours.  

khh;fp gs;sp miwf;F nrd;whs;. me;j miw> mtsJ 
gLf;Fk; miwf;F mUfpy; ,Uf;fpwJ. mtsJ ,ae;jpu 
Mrphpah; fhj;jpUf;fpwhh;.  me;j ,ae;jpuj;ij> 
rdpf;fpoik kw;Wk; Qhapw;Wf;fpoik jtpu jahuhf 
itj;jpUg;gh;. Vndd;why;> mtsJ mk;kh> rpWkpfs; 
Fwpj;j Neuj;jpy; jpdKk; ghlk; gbf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W 
$Wths;. 

In October 2017, the robot became a Saudi Arabian 
citizen, the first robot to receive citizenship of any 
country. In November 2017, Sophia was named the 
United Nations Development Programme’s first 
ever Innovation Champion, and the first non-human 
to be given any United Nations title. 
The screen was lit up, and it said: “Today’s 
arithmetic lesson is on the addition of proper 
fractions. Please insert Yesterday’s homework in 
the proper slot.” 
 Margie did so with a sigh, She was thinking about 
the old schools they had when her grandfather’s 
grandfather was a little boy. All the kids from the 
whole neighborhood came, laughing and shouting 
in the schoolyard, sitting together in the 
schoolroom, going home together at the end of the 
day. They learned the same things, so they could 
help one another with the home work and talk 
about it.  

jpiuapy; ghlk; njhpa Muk;gpj;jJ. ,d;iwa vz;fzpj 
ghlj;jpy; gpd;dq;fis $l;Ljy; gw;wp gbf;fg; NghfpNwhk;. 
jaT nra;J> New;iwa tPl;Lg;ghlq;fis mjw;Fhpa 
mr;rpy; itf;fTk;". 

khh;fp xU ngU%r;Rld; nra;jhs;. mts;> jdJ 
jhj;jhtpd; jhj;jh gbj;j gs;spf;$lj;ij epidj;jhs;. 
gf;fj;jpy; cs;s midj;J Foe;ijfSk; xnu ,lj;jpw;F 
tUthh;fs;. rphpj;J> kfpo;e;J tpisahb> midtUk; 
Nrh;e;J tPl;Lf;F nry;yyhk;. mth;fs; midtUk; xNu 
tp\aj;ij gbg;ghh;fs;. mjdhy;> midtUk; Nrh;e;J 
tPl;Lg;ghlk; nra;ayhk;. 

 And the teachers were people… 
The mechanical teacher was flashing on the screen: 
“When we add fractions 1/2 and 1/4… 
 Margie was thinking about how the kids must have 
loved it in the old days. She was thinking about the 
fun they had. 

NkYk;> Mrphpah;fs; kdpjh;fs;... 

,ae;jpu Mrphpah; jpiuapy;> 'ehk; 1/2 kw;Wk; 1/4 vd;Dk; 
gpd;dq;fis $l;Lk;nghOJ..." vd;W kpd;dpaJ. 

gioa fhyq;fspy;> Foe;ijfs; vt;thW mDgtpj;J 
gbj;jhh;fs; vd;W khh;fp epidj;jhs;.  mth;fs; kpfTk; 
re;Njh\khf ,Ue;jpUg;ghh;fs; vd;W vz;zpf; 
nfhz;lhs;. 

Word Meaning Word Meaning 
crinkly (adj.) -  with many folds or lines awfully(adv.) -  very, extremely 
attic (n.) -  a place just below the roof used 

as a store room 
scornful(adj.) -  feeling or expressing contempt 

loftily (adv.) -  something done in a proud or 
haughty manner 

nonchalantly(adv.) -  in a casually calm and relaxed 
manner 
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1. It was a very old book. Margie’s grandfather once said that when he was a little boy his grandfather told him that there
was a time when all stories were printed on paper. They turned the pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it was 
awfully funny to read words that stood still instead of moving the way they were supposed to-on a screen, you know. 
And then when turned back to the page before, it had the same words on it that it had when they read it the first time. 
“Gee!,” said Tommy, “What a waste. When you’re through with the book, you just throw it away, I guess. Our 
television screen must have had a million books on it and it’s good for plenty more. I wouldn’t throw it away.” 

Questions Answers 
1. What Margie’s grandfather told? 1. Margie’s grandfather told that he had read the stories in a

paper book. 
2. How were the stories printed in his
childhood time? 

2. The stories were printed in paper.

3. How was the book was? 3. The book was old and it was yellow and crinkly.
4. How was the book was in 2157? 4. In 2157, the book was moving in screens in television.
5. How many books did the television screen
contain? 

5. The television book contained a million of book.

2. Margie wasn’t prepared to dispute that. She said, “I wouldn’t want a stranger in
my house to teach me.” 
Tommy screamed with laughter. “You don’t know much, Margie. The teachers didn’t live in the house. 
They had a special building and all the kids went there.” 
“And all the kids learned the same thing?” 
“Sure, if they were the same age.” 
“But my mother says a teacher has to be 
Adjusted to fit the mind of each boy and girl it teaches and that each kid has to be 
taught differently.” 

Questions Answers 
1. Who screamed in laughter? 1. Tommy screamed in laughter.
2. Who had special building for schooling? 2. The olden days students had special building for

schooling. 
3. How did the kids learned? 3. The kids learned same lesson.
4. What did her mother tell? 4. Her mother told that the teacher would adjust to fit the

mind of each students. 
5. Why the teacher has to teach differently? 5. The teacher know the mentality of the students so he/she

has to teach differently. 

3. Margie was disappointed. She had been hoping they would take the teacher away altogether. They had once taken
Tommy’s teacher away for nearly a month because thehistory sector had blanked out completely. So she said to 
Tommy, “Why would anyone write about school?” 
Tommy looked at her with very superior eyes. “Because it’s not our kind of school, stupid. This is the old kind of 

school that they had hundreds and hundreds of years ago.” He added loftily pronouncing the word carefully, “Centuries 
ago.” 

READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
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Questions Answers 
1. Why was Margie disappointed? 1. Margie was disappointed at her school.
2. Why did she hope that they would take the
teacher away? 

2. She didn’t like her teacher.

3. For how many days the history sector had
been blocked out? 

3. The history sector had taken away for Nearly a one month.

4. What is not their kind of their school? 4. The school of olden days was not their kind of school.
5. What word did he pronounce carefully? 5. “Centuries ago” was the word pronounced carefully by

Tommy. 

4. They turned the pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it was awfully funny to read words that stood still instead
of moving the way they were supposed to – on a screen, you know. And then when turned back to the pages before, it 
had the same words on it that t had when they read it the first time.  

“Gee!” said Tommy, “What a waste.When you are through with the book, you just throw it away, I guess. Our 
television screen must have had a million books on it and it’s good for plenty more. I wouldn’t throw it away”. 

“Same with mine” said Margie. She was eleven and hadn’t seen as many telebooks as Tommy had. He was thirteen. 
 She said, “ Where did you find it?” 
“In my house”. He pointed without looking because he was busy reading. “In the attic”. 

Questions Answers 
1. How was the pages in the book? 1. The pages in the book was yellow and crinkly
2. What was not changing in the book? 2. The words were not changing in the book.
3. Which has million books on it? 3. The television screen has million books on it.
4. How old are Margie and Tommy? 4. Margie was 11 years old and Tommy was 13 years old.
5. Where did Tommy find the book? 5. Tommy found the book in the attic.

5. Margie always hated the school, but now she hated it more than ever. The mechanical teacher had been giving her test
after test in geography and she had been doing worse and worse until her mother had shaken her head sorrowfully and 
sent for the country inspector. He was a round little man with a red face and a whole box of tools with dials and wires. 
He smiled at Margie and gave her an apple, then took the teacher apart. Margie had hoped that he wouldn’t know how to 
put it again, but he knew how all right and after an hour or so, there it was again, large black and ugly, with a big screen 
on which all the lessons were shown and the questions were asked. That wasn’t so bad. The part Margie hated most was 
the slot where she had to put the homework and test papers. She always had to write them out in a punch code they made 
her learn when she was six years old, and the mechanical teacher calculated the marks in no time.  

Questions Answers 
1. What did Margie hate? 1. Margie hated the school.
2. What was the test given by the mechanical
teacher? 

2. The test given by the mechanical teacher was geography
area. 

3. Describe the country inspector. 3. The country inspector was a round little man with a red
face. 

4. What is slot? 4. The slot is a part where the homeworks and testpapers had
to be put. 

5. How did the mechanical teacher calculate
the mark? 

5. The mechanical teacher calculated the marks in no time.
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6. “A human? How could a human be a teacher?”
“Well, she told boys and girls things and gave them homework and asked them questions.” 
“A human isn’t smart enough” “Sure one is” 
Margie wasn’t prepared to dispute that. She said “I wouldn’t want a stranger in my house to teach me”. 
Tommy screamed with laughter. “You don’t know much, Margie. The teachers didn’t live in the house. They had a 
special building and all the kids went there”. 
“And all the kids learned the same thing?”  “Sure, if they were the same age”.  

Questions Answers 
1. Who was the teacher in the olden days? 1. The human being was the teacher in the olden days.
2. What was the job of the teacher? 2. The job of the teacher was to teach, give the homework

and ask the questions. 
3. How was the teacher? 3. The teacher was smart.
4. Where was the teacher? 4. The teacher was in a special building.
5. Did the kids learn the same thing? 5. Yes, the kids learnt the same thing if they were of the

same age. 

7. Margie went into the schoolroom. It was right next to her bedroom, and the mechanical teacher was on and waiting for
her. It was always on at the same time, every day except Saturday and Sunday, because her mother said little girls 
learned better if they learned at regular hours. The screen was lit up, and it said: “Today’s arithmetic lesson is on the 
addition of proper fractions. Please insert yesterday’s homework in the proper slot”. 

Questions Answers 
1. Where is the schoolroom? 1. The schoolroom is right next to the bedroom.
2. When is the school on? 2. The school is on everyday except Saturday and Sunday.
3. What did the mother say? 3. The mother said that little girls learned better if they

learned at regular hours. 
4. What is today’s lesson? 4. Today’s lesson is arithmetic.
5. Where does yesterday’s homework to be
inserted? 

5. The yesterday’s homework is to be inserted in the proper
slot. 

1 Margie -  11 years old 
-  Hated school 

2 Tommy -  13 years old 
-  Found a real book 

3 Mechanical Teacher -  Gives tests in gepgraphy 
-  slot 
-  punch code as homework 
-  screen 

4 Country Inspector -  Round little man 
-  Red face 

Characters and their Hints 
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E-1. Describe  Margie’s mechanical Teacher and her Classroom in your own words. 
In the year 2157, Margie has mechanical teacher. Her book is a big screen. She can see millions of books 

in the screen. The mechanical teacher conducts tests often and corrects in no time. When she could not study 
geography, country inspector comes to check it. Its speed is lessened.  Her classroom is in the house itself. It is 
next to her bedroom. Except on Saturday and Sunday, she has classes. 
2. Why did Margie hate her school? What was she thinking about at the end of the story?

Margie hated her school because the mechanical teacher conducts tests often and corrects in no time. 
When she could not study geography, country inspector comes to check it. She thought that the mechanical 
teacher would never come back. But, it came back. Its speed is lessened. Moreover, there is no classmate. The 
homework has to be done by her alone. But in the past, school is a building where students went together. 
They discussed their homework and helped each other. At the end of the story, she thought high of the ancient 
school system. 
3. What was strange about he book”? why did Margie find it strange?

The “book’ was strange because it was about the school in the past. The teachers were human beings. 
They taught a group of students. The school is a building where students went together. They discussed their 
homework and helped each other. They didn’t learn inside the house. They had a lot of fun. They wer happy. 
So, it was strange to Margie. 

The short story, ‘The Fun They Had’ written by Isaac Asimov deals with a boy and a girl. In 2157, 
Tommy finds a real book from the attic of Margie. It is a cranky, old printed paper book. The book is 
about centuries old schools. Those days they had real teachers. Students and teachers met in a place 
for education. It is called as schools. But in 2157 they have mechanical teachers and schools are at 
home. Margie hates her school and geography teacher. Her geography teacher is too fast so she fails 
often. The story about the old school impresses her. So she wants to read it. It is her school time so she 
goes to her school room with the thought of the book.  

Story :  The Fun They Had 
Author  :  Issac Asimov 
Theme :  Advancement in Science 
Moral :  Old is Gold 

AVERAGE STUDENTS 
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B. Fill in the blanks with the clues given below to 
complete the paragraph. 

Tommy and Margie found something about the (i) 
schools of the past. Tommy found a (ii) real book 
which has been printed on paper. The book was old and 
the pages were (iii) yellow and crinkly. At present, the 
(iv) words were moving on a television screen. The 
television had over (v) million of books. He had found 
the old book in the (vi) attic of his house. While reading 
Tommy found that it was about the old schools. Margie 
hated school because she was having problems with 
learning (vii) geography. The mechanical teacher was 
black and large with a screen. Margie hated the slot 
where she had to insert her homework or (viii) test 
papers. Margie did not understand how a (ix) person 

could be a teacher and how the students were taught the 
(x) same thing. Then it was (xi) time school for Margie 
and Tommy. Margie went to the school room in her 
(xii) house, where the mechanical teacher stood. She  
was thinking about the old school and how much fun 
the children had, (xiii) learning and spending time 
together. 
C. Bring out the difference between your school and 
Margie's school in the given tabular column. An 
example is done for you. 

D. Complete the following statements based on your 
reading. 
1. The old book was found by Tommy
2. Margie was surprised to see the old book because she

hadn't seen any printed book 

Margie's school Your school 

Teacher is a 
machine. 

Teacher is a human 
being. 

Books are in digital 
form 

Books are in printed 
form. 

School is at home. school is at separate 
place. 

There is no 
playground. 

There is playground. 

Story :  The Fun They Had 
Author  :  Issac Asimov 
Theme :  Advancement in Science 
Moral :  Old is Gold 

 ‘The Fund They Had’ is written by Isaac Asimov deals with a boy and a girl in the year
2157. 

 Tommy finds a real book from Margie's house.
 It is about old schools.
 The human teachers and students gathered in a place called schools.
 Margie hates her school and geography teacher.
 Because a room in the home is school and teacher is a machine.
 There is no fun at all.

millions of books real book 
yellow and crinkly same thing 
learning and spending person 
gerography schools 
test papers words 
attic  house 
time

SLOW LEARNERS 
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3. The mechanical teacher was giving Margie
homework and tests. 

4. Margie had to study always at the same time every
day, because her mother said little girls learned 
better if they learned at regular hours. 

5. The geography sector in mechanical teacher was
geared a little too quickly. 
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